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Ofhice of The
CHIEF RABBI

The Chief Rabbi's Rosh Hashanah Message 5786

A few months ago, while recording some podcasts in Israel, | interviewed hostage campaigner Dalia Horn, Her
family's painis unimaginable: her brothers-in-law, ¥air and Eitan, were hoth taken hostage by Hamas on October
7th. Yair, who was released after nearly five hundred days of unspeakable torture, shared a story with Dalia
which she recalled during our conversation.

At one point during their @ptivity, the two brothers were forced to run for their lives through a tunnel deep
beneath Gaza. Eitan collapsed. Broken and exhausted, he begged his brother to leave him behind. But Yair
refused. He bent down and lifted him up, with two Hebrew words: “Achim anachnu” - "We are brothers",

After his release, Yair asked Dalia, "Who will be there to lift Eitan now, when | no longer can?”

Calia’s answer became her mission, and her message to the Jewish world: We are all brothers and sisters. And
it is our responsibility to lift one another,

On the second day of Rosh Hashanah, we read the story of the Akeidah - the binding of Isaac. In its aftermath,
Hashem famously blesses Abraham: | shall significantly increase the number of your offspring so they will be
like the stars in the heavens above and like the sand which is by the seashore.”

The Midrash asks: why hoth stars and sand? Both seem to symbolise incalculability - so what is the difference?

The answer is that stars are high, untouchable and secure, They represent the Jewish people in times of safety
and strength. But sand is trampled underfoot. It symbolises us in our moments of danger, pain and vulnerability.
And yet, this is part of 3 blessing, How s0?

Because the reference here is not merely to “sand”. It is “sand by the seashore”, Wet, compact and pressed
tightly together by the tide, the individual grains are bound together as one.

This was Hashem'’s deeper blessing: that even when we are under assault, when we feel trampled or cast aside,
we will not scatter, We will draw together. We will hold each other up.

Aswe mark two years since the atrocities of October 7th - atrocities that have left deep scars across the Jewish
world - we can reflect with pride not only on our survival, but on the way that we have stood together, We have
felt the loneliness of facing down hatred, and the weight of grief and fear. And yet, like the sand on the shore,
we have held firm, bound together by a heritage that is ancient, unshakable and sacred.

Achim anachnu We are brothers, We are sisters, And we do not let one another fall.

As | write these words, Eitan Horn remains in Gaza. He is one of fifty whose families still await their return. May
this Rosh Hashanah bring healing strength and redemption. For our hostages, for our homeland, for every
Jewish soul stillwaiting to be lifted and for everyone whose lives have been shattered during these exceptionally
challenging times.

Shanah Tovah!

Q%?\@'\,‘/T'\(o'g

Chief Rabbi Sir Ephraim Mirvis KBE




9702

CST

g Mfl

CST wishes all of our community a
Chag Sameach and a better year ahead.

We also want to thank you for the last two years.
We want to thank you for the trust and the
support you have given to CST as we do our
utmost to give you safety and security.

We want to thank you for being determined to
lead the Jewish lives of your choice: because that
is why CST does our work. If we have helped to
give you strength, then that is our privilege.

Security begins with the partnership between
you, your communities and CST. We know that
security measures can be annoying, but they
need to be there for when times are tough.

The last two years have shown the need for
security. There has been far too much anti-
Jewish hatred, including the threat of terrorism.
Even if Israel somehow finds peace, it will take
a very long time for the hatred and the terrorist
threat across Britain to meaningfully decline.

Our partnership is with you, every member

of our Jewish community. Your reports of
antisemitism and suspicious behaviour give us
what we need to best organise our security, and
to get the support of police and politicians.
When you follow our security advice, it not only
helps your own safety, it also helps the safety of
your family, friends and fellow congregants.

Your resilience and keeping calm, especially in
tough times, are vital in projecting the basic

strength of our community.

wvufu@v 9T rast

Our community is strong and so is CST. We are
not separate to our community, we are part of
it. You give us our personnel and we give the
training, teamwork and skillset. That is how,

in two years, we have more than doubled the
number of events we are guarding, working
three times the number of hours.

CST’s professionalism means we manage
£18m of government money that pays for
commercial (not CST) security guards to work
at our schools, shuls and community centres.
Hundreds of those sites have CCTV and radio
connection to our 24/7 National Security
Control Centre.

We still need more people to help in this vital
work. If you are physically capable of joining us
please do so and don’t leave it up to others.

A deep thank you to all of our volunteer
security personnel. Some of you have
protected our communities for a very long time
and then, after 7 October 2023, you stepped it
up to yet another level. Others have joined us
after that fateful day, bringing more strength
when we really needed it.

Thanks to all of our community for supporting
CST. From all of us, we wish you a Happy New
Year, and a safe and meaningful fast.

(hog Semench

Help to protect
our community
VOLUNTEER

FORCST
¥

Report suspicious activity and antisemitism to CST at
National Emergency Number (24-hr) 0800 032 3263
London 020 8457 9999 | Manchester 0161 792 6666 | Leeds 0113 237 1980

SCAN TO SIGN UP

Community Security Trust is a registered charity in England and Wales (1042391) and Scotland (SC043612)
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Message from the President of the United Synagogue

The 2021 film 'Operation Mincemeat tells the story of Lieutenant Commander Ewen Montague,
who, during the Second World War, came up with the idea of dressing a corpse in British army
officer uniform. The corpse was planted with fake papers showing plans for an Allied invasion of
Greece, when the real target was Sicily.

The body was planted to wash ashore in Spain where the papers would be found by the Nazis.
The Germans were completely fooled. The details in the fake papers made their way to Hitler's
office, Third Reich troops were diverted to Greece and the Allied invasion of Sicily was a success.

What you might not know is that after the war, Ewen Montague became President of the United
Synagogue and my grandpa was the Minister at Dollis Hill United Synagogue at the time.

You might also not know that the 2021 movie with Colin Firth is the second film version of this
story. The original was a BAFTA-winning film called The Man Who Never Was' and was released
in 1956.

The film concludes with the real Ewen Montague placing his ©BE on the grave in Spain of the
rmian who never was. My father told me he watched the film as a child on his parents’ black and
white TV. When the real Ewen Montague came on screen, my grandma said to my father: "Loolk,
that's your Daddy's boss!”

My father would later become a vice president of the United Synagogue. | am deeply aware of
the weight of this office and the guality of leaders who have come before me and in particular,
my predecessor, Michael Goldstein. Michael is an example of how communal leadership should
be done and it was an honour to serve under him.

Rosh Hashanah affords us all the chance to take stock of the past year and reflect on how we can
be better people and improve our relationship with God. On Rosh Hashanah we say Avinu
Malkeinu in which we ask for God's help in this endeavour: "Our Father, cur King, bring us back
to You in wholehearted repentance.”

This is also an opportunity for self-reflection at the United Synagogue: together with the new
Trustee Board, we have already started analysing how we can better engage our mermbers and
the wider community. Over the coming years we will, please God, ensure the United Synagogue
remains the home for all our families for future generations.

Wishing you and your families a shana tova umetuka,
a happy. healthy and sweet new year.

Saul Taylor

Fresident, United Synagogue

President: Saul Taylor Trustees: Cindy Goldstein, Rachel Hartog,
l The Treasurer: Tristan Magler Carren Lewis, Simaon Mitchell, Nicola Rosenfelder,
Synagogue Chief Executive: Jc Grose Daniel Turner, Jacqui Zinkin
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and read Law and is now a V'a?'ttn% _titﬁea ‘?\g'ws?|??nm@%
Charis is a | egal secret%?iheﬁ ﬁqu\/% ‘rf‘roru?n.ged oY RV
grandchallldrefn,whom have ?rr ?ﬂagg(@ farnol%_maz'ng expe.rl
uni versity. When | married®'pl %?/ \élh%'ta'I?%atdr)]/e ‘]%W'as
5@ Dani el Pr agQikepenhagen, Amst dam a
How did you devel op Iink%o%lf't'?\_gA??'ﬁ:léagver al your
your highlights?
In 2001 Penny received a_note from her
headmi stayesag that the Log%lron\/'B.So'étzlgthoo?ganda ame um
Wandsworth wished school 8217%% e fs)lnraev%Ir\e;v'?Hents i {
hi ghlights tkor me
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Mum made a significant contribution t dur i
at the British Library, she continual t 0
promote Jewish culture and schol®&rhkenh rf He 8
Secti on, responsi ble for one of the fi ai c
consisted of over 3,000 Medi eval manuscripts, Circa

printed books dating from 1450 onwards.

Mum was an excemotrikd magl layn dh acrodnmi tted curator, who I
in her <carme,r essitd uchitdd she gained a pr o
HEBREW content s. For her expertise, shg becgme
respected. All through her working | ife
M;:\[{VUfSSCR|PTS Li brdarvwast Hebrew holdings amongst Brit
oA byl o researchers and scholars internationall
to Jewish congregations around London,
del i ver 8dh oma nayosie 3l dbns at the Library |
Mum published journal articles about th
various books and penméedmotrwioa It iMad leusmeosf
Jewi sh Communities Destronvead in + ho
Hol ocbhandlebr ew Manuscri
Power of Scrd.pt and | m
AN Her knowl edge earned m
schol ars around the gl
her assistance with th

t hat she write book reviews.

I n 2009 she was acknowledged by th
an OBE was bestowed upon mum by OQu
schol ars&i gori Memto spread Jewi sh e

Over a period of s alveebrraelw yMaanruss csrhiep
Projdpgcmassi ve undertaking to documi
British® Liidobraew hol dings, making tt
view online.

Mum was also involved in two major ex@®Gabibeidoanks at t
explored the three Abrahamic faiths, mum played a c
She gave guided viewings of the display, including

Jonat handSac KIsh e( zs e c obhedb reexvin i Ma nt u soonr,i pts: Joubways of
munms opportunity to readl |Ityr esshsoumceass.e Itthrew eLa iber gathrye me |
that the State Library of Victori a, Mel bour ne, aske
entirety.

summary, mum was passionate about and dedicat ec
relessly at the British Library towar-fdisve hysams$ m

—_ —
- 5

But mum al ways remained humble and modest despite F
|l oveliness on the outside, but was especially beaut
person, and was | ed in |Iife by a strong moral compa
deeply about her friends and coll eagues; she was Kki
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Mung friends enjoyed her clhalsrpiintgachtnp'anySlaeid/‘,\f\:aaSrrrE

anempathetic manager, taking her pastoral role ver
was utterly devoted to us and was the most affect.i
grandmot her one could wish for. She was my confi da
shoul der to cry on, my biggest fan; she was my fri
me up whenever | required support and encour agemen
Regar dl es@e od!| wgyes needed my mum, and very much st
howinlgoing to manage without her. I never really b
passing has | eft a huge void in our I|ives. Mum, we
My family and | would |Iike to express how touched
present to homemor ynuant her first year anniversary.
i n thespe eaekarntg of ti mes, and we wish to thank the

whol eheartedl y.
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next day we visited a Nubi Vi
~gardens, made memorable by tht7k|ds
_crocodile. The vivid colors >t he
the people offered a completely dif
~Sharing tea, hearing stories and se
one of the most personal and joyf ul

- After Aswan, we returned to Luxor,
Esna Lock, where many traders threw
Money would be put in a plastic bag
stretch of the journey -abtdwednfbdhe
deck, quiet conversations ov@rtibmelakd asscamer wad rcihf

Back in Luxor, we spent our | ast evening visiting I
remar ked, e mpdread hedulty ounger members did manage to
hunting opportunity. As the sun dipped | ow and the
t ogetthherree generations, with one unforgettable jour

Our journey was made m
Ms the sun dipped | owoarnduitdee Narght £ €oa

on across the river, vf{osg tfﬂo"v' %?eoﬁ”dqévg'

l
t ogetthherree generationsh,SWbrt apnfeacts wun A
unf orgettable joourney imedhimmdernsEgypt. Thr
gained a deeper wunder si
di fferentparetliiguloars|l y |

and Chr-inotwi amexi st peacefully, especially since th
been pushed out. His presence gave context to ever)
We returned home not just with photos, souvenirs,
ot her and, indeed, many wonder f ul memories of a hol

inside and outside of ti me.

Tea, Cake & Mor e!
At our Afternoon Tea & Chat meeting in May, kinldly
member of Ealing Liberal Synagogue, Jennlfer Heln | e
beli eves that everyoné itdhianrke dthiewe N Ereeects sagcy| do |
i no particular artistic skigl ity t
e art form that offers a . nit a |
process can increase mindf ils i
gui pment and there are no
showed us examples of her clour ;
ol lages incofMper ai mngrasex D
juxtapositamd phr avpesls cultl
magazines, with an i mage. ! cl sso
junk mail, and a glue sti| f Spen
absorbing hour gluing and . s T he r
positive;omeorpeertshoam who ha,osl!‘e_ﬂt_type R it
they would enjoy this act FUHEI=ES t ot
indicated it was something they wo Hand ¢ i k
5 Orh "kt f,y .0gg° iwarnz0O  xiyzxn ndg
Fl eur LI oyd
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assisted living home was =
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di fferent room!). We werBe ebothcros‘s‘no RN NG
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I

at day, Mari an fel/|l in the fl at and broke her

Four days |l ater, faffdmrt wd sNdtiindn de rTH éa tWee .t
esex Hospital, I collap sed and three hours

I joined her in thT sat}noquaordgan(buets Ou%;ztgrse

garde

respite care four wetedk smakAd tsur e btoluat swes emave w
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el se, as we not | oFoikn calf It ey porua csteil ovee sv,i dietts ad n
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Anyt hing not so good? Somet
d bettmagaltsh aaar even etv equ ittheo uwghhat we
e aboukut8 Ot hersa dermnd sal todr nwahtoinv e s
i sh. Thteo foroderi si s uo@ak ed nfgdoyd fr o
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l ook out for eachewdrhiemrg or a wake so that t
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I n
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we

Lu
gr dchi | egrream,d cahri d adtr e n arfdtchutsswdaeport sounds |i ke
fr nds. For many of t heamp dHlemglioens ,i si ta imorreot i ntend

co enient | ocation to vb'rso'LIghthamorEeaItimgus the advi

In addition, our interedgt's "a'd e d &d APCH ! TTheSr o Ut

are numerous c¢clubs such n}iG'Xt'm,s paonedt a&/bove %Ot al

and drawing, as well as e dtMe &t Oa ' qu||° eng fo mi |

Perhaps, best of all, we aeret Ioefarnulddg Brladlgaml tvyh"c

we neglected to do i consider Wht W 0 Idh pen

i n our 'yo ge aaays
Someti mes, there i s so rr?ucdhdennl ngoccurtrheadt WV\(/ee d'd l
dodh have time to read t hFee snteiwsapl asp earpsp rwhai cchh saor ewe Wi
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Shabbat service. to seeing you here as visit
We have three concerts awav&en}akw,elocnoemec'lassical and
two |ighter, and there is a cinema which shows

two films per day, including direct |inks to plays
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Shabbos on Hi gh!
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Jo GI| ass

Studying biology atlé&@§mndndaemrint tatbe ultatDear wi n tr ave
on the HMS Beagl e.& Ggti @rpye,d adryd Dalrawiinng a | ove of se
Al i son, we set of f for our first trip to South Amer
mof the Andes, and of course the Galapagos |

'-»l.,;Quito sit at 2,800m above sea level. The c

(%)

Ythe altitude of the city can be felt when w
\ sites. The cloud forest was |ike wander-i ng
@ |l eaved plants, -nsaeieli nsgi zteidn yf,r dgsngenrd beautif

nd quetzal s.

The Gal apagos |ived up to the 40 years of anticipat
penguins and seals, walking next to gia’f : ses
magni ficent birds including théthne)sﬂbde-f.“ he
booby. After a week spent | iving on a [
returned to Quito hoping that we coul d s h
Having contacted the shul bef orehand by email, they
contacting Rabbi Vogel and checking our passports.
wel come to attend!

The shul sits in the north of Quito, in a magnifice
facilities and mor e They get a minyan every Friday
particularly as it was holiday period for them and
our Friday night service in Ealing ex&ept Ttolraath mweans
delivered in Spanish. However, the Rabbi made a poi
evening. After th service the Rabbi i nformed wus th
mornings they always have a communal meal and we wo
Before we knew it, we were sitting down in the c¢comn
noshing on choll ah, chi cken, pot at oes, ri ce, hummus
hi ghest shuls on earth, Alison and | were delighted
vul nerable, worried about security but welcoming an
me mber s, our Jewishness being the thing that made u
i nevitable additional | ocal connection when we disc
arranges Kosher Galapagos tours and had wor ked with
Having visited shuls and ‘

pl aces to whichi @er aaae, tH

Washington D. C. anad weh rhoau

never regretted an opport I o
about how it 1is being Je | ac
this occasi on, | think we j h!
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School and Bi |ef1tg(us'aémamﬁ count doai
scerari os. wanted to tra
the behaviours on which ' he
a Lesson Whil st we had a gener al i de
MARK HARRI S be tested on, we were not g
However, | hit upon an ildea
Barney was ten years oldcﬂvgnlelnerlr% .Iy came al ong.
Whil e Barney was stild/l more than capable of getting
around at a fair old IicWe wWer@agonfoirdemte mhhat, pyha
got over the boisterousnelssthhe thest yoBamney, being
N _ flying . colours without any
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