Times of
Services

2015

Friday 8 May

Shabbat begins: 8.21 pm
Mincha/

Kabbalat Shabbat: 7.15 pm

Shabbat 9May
Shacharit: 9.30 am
Haftorah: Jonny Leigh
Kiddush

Shabbat ends: 9.33 pm

Sunday 10 May
Shacharit: 8.40 am

Friday 15 May

Shabbat begins: 8.32 pm
Mincha/

Kabbalat Shabbat: 7.15 pm

Reading the Haftarah
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If you would like
to read Haftarah
to mark a special
event or just to
make your personal
contribution to the service,
please contact Brian Robinson,
who would be delighted to
help with any preparation or

revision that would be needed.

Sponsoring an Event

If you are
celebrating a Simcha
or commemorating
a family Yahrzeit, or
if you are just
feeling generous, please
consider sponsoring a Shabbat
morning Kiddush, Seudah or
Sunday morning breakfast.
Contact Joan Michaels: 020

[}
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AJR—Meets the st Tuesday
in every month at 2.00 pm.
Contact Leslie Sommer: 020

8993 7574.

Israeli Dancing!

z:‘p 5 Every  Tuesday
%1 evening at 8.00
pm at Ealing

Synagogue. All welcome. No

charge.
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Friday 8 May 2015/Shabbat 20 lyar 5775
Sidra:

SCHOOL VISIT

Children from the Edward Betham
___ Church of England Primary School
visited Ealing Synagogue on
Tuesday 28 April. The school is
" based in Greenford. Sixty Year 5
. children attended with their
" teachers. Edward Betham is a
voluntary-aided Church of England
primary school. It was established
in 1780 by the Reverend Edward
Betham, Rector of Greenford
Manor, who gave £1,600 to
fund the school for girls and
boys .

School visits to Ealing Synagogue
are organised by Basil Mann and
he is receiving an increasing
number of requests for schools to
visit our shul. With this
d unprecedented demand, he needs
more help with the children. If anyone would like to be a guide and
help with the visits, please would you contact Basil directly.
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In the event of a bereavement, in
the first instance please contact
the Burial Office : 020 8950 7767.

Rabbi Hershi Vogel: 07970 829758
Brian Robinson: 020 8567 6558
Neil Shestopal: 020 8579 5099

Ealing Synagogue,
I5 Grange Road, London W5 5QN
Reg. Charity No. 242552
Minister: Rabbi Hershi Vogel, BA; Administrator: Mellissa Levitt
Tel: 020 8579 4894; Fax: 020 8567 2348; Email: office@ealingsynagogue.org.uk
Ealing Synagogue Newsletter: esnewsletter@btinternet.com
Ealing Synagogue Website: www.ealingsynagogue.org.uk
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Koihen - Firet Allya: Chapler 21, verses 1-15

4  Hashem Instructs Moshe to teach Aaron's chiliren about the laws of Kohanim.
4 These laws Inciude the prohibition of coming In contact with 3 corpse unless It @ mamiber of thelr Immediate family,
prohibition from shaving and mamying elther a divorees, @ zona (hariot) o scmecne bom from a reiationship

forbidden bo a Kohen. Al ihase prohibitions apply because 3 Kohen Is deamed hoily In Hashem's eyes.

el - Second Allya: Chapter 21, verse 16 - Chapter 22, weree 16

+ TheLaws of the Kohen Gado are discussed next. Unilke the Kohanim, A Kohen Gadol can only marmy a virgin and
he s not allowed to become Impure for anyone, Including being In contact with or showing amy signs of mouming
towarts his deceased parents.

4 Hashem explains to Moshe, that there are certain blemishes which will disqualify 3 Kohen from perfoming any duties
In the Mishkan. E.g. bilndness, lameness, having a broken limd efc. However they ane siil entilied to eating from e
komonos, which Nave been saciced on the altar.

4+  Hashem continues to teach that any Kohan who has become Impune 16 forkiden io offar o eat from a Kofban uriess
they have first purified themsalves in 3 Mikveh,

Sh'lehl - Third Allyac Chapter 22, verses 17 - 33

4 Hashem Informs Moshe that on no account should any animal with any type of blemish or has sustained an Injury be
accepted too be offered up as a Korbarn.

4+ Toqualfy 35 3 Koman, the animal has to have been reared by s mother for at least seven days. Furthamane no
animal can be sacrificed with any of thelr ofspring on the same day.

4 The Korban Toda {hanksghing sacrifice) must ba consumed by the Sllowing moming, 25 | then would become 3
desacration of Hashen's name and hence must be compilabely barmt

RV - Fowrth Amya: Chapter 23, verses 1-22

4 Hashem leaches the laws relating i Shabbat, stating that sl days, work Is pesmitted but on the seventh day you
must rest a5 the day Is consikdesed haly.

4 The festivals are mentioned next starting with Pesach In which no leavened food of amy kind can be eaten. On fe
sacond day of Pesach, Mty days of courting (ihe Omer) lzading up i Shavuous begins In which the rst offesings of
new grains ane to be brought i the Kohen. This Allya also discusses other Korbonos which we are cbligated to bring
on these festivals and a reminder that any gleanings after the harley orwhieat has been harvested, must be left for

the: poor to gather ug.
Chamishi - Fifth Allya: Chapler 23, verses 23 - 32

4 A Shofar Is sounded on the first day of the Tishel, 1o mark e commencement of Rosh Hashanah.

4+ Thetenth day of Tishrel will be 3 day Of abonament. (¥om Kippur), for which everyone |s coligated {o fast. Amyone
wh does nat aMict thelr Neshama's {souls) with this will be spirtualy cut off from Hashem (Karet) 35 a punishment

Shizhi - Sbcth Allya: Chapler 23, verses 33 - 44

4+ The seven day festival of Succot baging on the ffieenth day of Tishrel. During which we are Instructed o owel In
Sukkah's to commemoraie the fact that whan Hasham tnok Bnal Yismel out of Egypt, He provided them with huts io
ghedter them from the harshness of Me desart

+ We are also commanded io Individuaily own a set of “Arba Minimr [The four species), Lulav and Esmog.

Sh'vi - Seventh Allya: Chapler 24, verses 1-23

+  Hashem ielis Moshe It will be Aaron duty to make sur Mere s enough pure olive oll to keep the “Her Tamid'. (The
perpetual lamp) continusiy it

4  Twelve loaves of bread must be balkied every weak and amanged bafore Hashem on Shabbat,

+ The Unforiunate tale of 3 Blasphemer Is then relabed, Tollowed by the consaguences and compansation owed I you
aither kil or imflict 2 wound on someone or thelr animals hmﬂj’ﬂmﬂy
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Haftorah — vehezkel {Ezekiel) Chapter 44 verses 15 to 31

OVERVIEW:

= ehezkel the Mavi (prophet) reveals Hashem's words to the Kohanim who follow in his path.
= Wehezkel then repeats the laws pertaining to the Kohanim, so they willl lnow what is expected from them
in order to fulii their obligations accondingly

LINK TO SEDRA READING:

= Parshas Emor, talks about the varety of laws a Kohen must adhere too in order to stay pure and holy.
= The Haftorah re-emphasises this point, so that the Kohanim of today are able to point the rest of ws in
the night direcSion if we stray too far off Hashem's path.

WEEKLY DISCUSSION:

In Judaism, our year is full of memerous special days in which we have an opportunity to take some time out of
o everyday busy ives and focus on Hashem and his mitoeot {commandments), if you haven't guessad, I'm
refamming to the Shabbat and festivals mentionad in this week's sedra of Emor.

Inchuded in this list is the mitzvah of Sefirat HaOmer, counting the days and weeks from the second day of
Pesach uniil Shavuot, which we are presently inwolved. | would like to look into this in more detai.

On Pesach, Hashem brought us out from slavery to freedom. At first glance. you could assume that this
remarkable redermption was the ulimate goal, as Hashem saved us from our enemies while at the same time
making His existence known fo the word. So, why, all of a sudden, after this great milestone has been reached,
do we commencs counting towards another esent?

If wee loock at what took place on Shawvuot, the culmination of the Sefirat HaOmer, we can find the answer. On
Shawuot, Hashem revealed Himself on Har Sinai and gave us ‘the Jewish people’ His beloved Torah. When we
left Egypt we were free in the physical sense, but to survive as a nation. more was required. Only when we stood
at Har Sinail and received the Ten Commandments, as well a5 the rest of the Torah, was Hashem's ultimate goal
finally fulfilled. Why? Because without the Torah, we would have had no real direction in life, no guiding light to
nstruct us what is the nght path to take and what is not.

Throughout History, Many different nations hawe fought and won wars for their nationalism and freedom, and yet
once their enemy had been defeated, they were unsure of what direction to take next, with that new found
freedom.

Unficriunately for them, a vast majonity of these nations ended up creating and living in yet another form
dictatorship which in most cases was the reason to fight so valiantly to escape from in the first place. The
probdem was these nations were lacking the most essential element in life; the chance of leaming Hashem's
wisdom, just like Bnai Yisrael had at Sinai when we received and understood the truth of our existence. "The
Torah'

This explains why we have Mitzvor to counis the days from Pesach until Shavuot. For just as a child at school or
a student anxously anbicipates and counts down the days until his last days at school, university etc, so too do
we bong for and mark down each day unfl we receive the Torah.
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Compiled, Designed & Written by Jeremy Symons

Ealing Synagogue thanks Jeremy Symons of Southend and Westcliff Hebrew Congregation for allowing us to re-
produce his overview of the week’s Sidra.



