
Ealing Synagogue 
Newsletter 

In the event of a bereavement, in 
the first instance please contact 

the Burial Office : 020 8950 7767. 
 

Rabbi Hershi Vogel: 07970 829758  

Brian Robinson: 020 8567 6558 
Neil Shestopal: 020 8579 5099 

 
 שבת שלום

Friday 30 January 2015/Shabbat 11 Shevat 5775 

Sidra: Beshalach  

MAZAL TOV 

 
To Ruth and Bertram Mindell on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson 

Jack Heller which will take place on Shabbat 31 January at South 

Hampstead Synagogue.  The Ealing community extends a hearty 

Mazal Tov to Bar Mitzvah boy Jack, parents Susan and Andrew 

Heller and all the family on this very joyous occasion. 

________________________________________________________________ 

SHABBAT 31 JANUARY 2015 

KIDDUSH 

 

Kiddush this week has been very kindly sponsored by Aviva Preston. 

________________________________________________________________ 

SHABBAT 7 FEBRUARY 2015 

SPECIAL KIDDUSH 

 
Dorothy Kochan has pleasure in inviting the Ealing community to 

Kiddush in celebration of her 85th birthday.  Please join us in wishing 

Dorothy a very Happy Birthday. 

________________________________________________________________ 

THURSDAY 12 FEBURARY 2015 

COMMUNITY LUNCH 

 
The next Community Lunch will be on Thursday 12 February at 

12.30 pm.  Please contact Alison Shindler-Glass if you would like to 

attend. 

________________________________________________________________ 

SUNDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2015 

FILM—“STOLPERSTEIN” 

 

See page 4 of this newsletter for more details. 

________________________________________________________________ 

SUNDAY 8 MARCH 2015 

SUPPER QUIZ 

 

Details are on the attached flyer.  We look forward to seeing you. 

Ealing Synagogue,  

15 Grange Road, London W5 5QN 

Reg. Charity No. 242552  

Minister: Rabbi Hershi Vogel, BA; Administrator: Mellissa Levitt 

Tel: 020 8579 4894; Fax: 020 8567 2348; Email: office@ealingsynagogue.org.uk 

Ealing Synagogue Newsletter: esnewsletter@btinternet.com 

Ealing Synagogue Website: www.ealingsynagogue.org.uk 

Reading the Haftarah  

 
If you would like 

to read Haftarah 

to mark a special 

event or just to 

m a k e  y o u r  p e r s o n a l 

contribution to the service, 

please contact Brian Robinson, 

who would be delighted to 

help with any preparation or 

revision that would be needed.   

Sponsoring an Event  

 
I f  y o u  a r e 

celebrating a Simcha 

or commemorating 

a family Yahrzeit, or 

if you are just 

feeling generous, please 

consider sponsoring a Shabbat 

morning Kiddush, Seudah or 

Sunday morning breakfast.  

Contact Joan Michaels: 020 

Israeli Dancing! 

 
Every Tuesday 

evening at 8.00 

pm at Ealing 

Synagogue.  All welcome.  No 

charge.   

AJR—Meets the 1st Tuesday 

in every month at 2.30 pm.  

Contact Leslie Sommer: 020 

8993 7574. 

Times of 

Services 

2015 
Friday 30 January  

Shabbat begins: 4.31 pm 

Mincha/ 

Kabbalat Shabbat: 4.30 pm 

 

Shabbat 31 January  

Shacharit: 9.30 am 

Haftorah: Neil Shestopal 

Mincha: After Kiddush 

Shabbat ends: 5.26 pm 

 

Sunday 1 February 

Shacharit: 8.40 am 

 

Friday 6 February  

Shabbat begins: 4.44 pm 

Mincha/ 

Kabbalat Shabbat: 4.45 pm 

http://www.rabbisacks.org
mailto:office@ealingsynagogue.org.uk
mailto:esnewsletter@btinternet.com
http://www.ealingsynagogue.org.uk




Ealing Synagogue thanks Jeremy Symons of Southend and Westcliff Hebrew Congregation for allowing us to re-

produce his overview of the week’s Sidra. 



The US has initiated “70 Days for 70 Years”, a project designed to engage and empower 
participants in a global project in memory of Holocaust victims and to create a positive learning 
experience and build a strong Jewish identity. 
 
On 27 January 2015, the 70 Days for 70 Years project will begin worldwide, marking the 70th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, engaging hundreds of thousands of Jews in an uplifting 
educational and memorial programme.  Participants will receive a copy of a specially published 
book of 70 inspirational essays written by internationally renowned educators, historians and 
scholars - to be read, one a day.  In addition, each participant will receive a memorial card giving 
the details of one victim of the Holocaust who they will learn in memory of (information provided 
by Yad Vashem). 
 
During these 70 Days and beyond there will be a variety of events and activities to further engage 
and empower participants both within communities and online. 
 
The aim is for every Jewish community worldwide to take part in this project, for every victim to be 
remembered and for every participant to strengthening their own Jewish knowledge and identity 
and build the future. 
 

SUNDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2015 
 
Ealing Synagogue will be showing a film entitled “Stolperstein” (“The Stumbling Stone”).  This is a 
docu-film about the brass plaques that have been laid outside houses where Jewish people lived in 
Germany and other occupied countries.  Helen Mars will be giving a brief introduction to the film 
and relating some of her family’s background during this time. 
 
The film will start at 3.00 pm prompt followed by tea and chat.  No charge. 
 
For security reasons, please advise Marianne Temple if you will be attending.   
 
This event is generously sponsored by Mike and Helen Mars in memory of Helen’s mother, Margret 
Grundmann z”l.   



A tree is planted each January by the council outside 
its Perceval House offices to mark Holocaust 
Memorial Day and remember acts of genocide across 
the globe. The horror of one of recent history’s 
darkest episodes was explained in Around Ealing 
magazine in 2013 by a survivor who fled Germany as 
a child, never to see his family again. His moving 
account is worth repeating. 

November 2013 was the 75th anniversary of 
‘Kristallnacht’ (crystal night, or ‘the night of broken 
glass’) when synagogues were set alight in Germany 
and Jewish-owned businesses set upon. 

It has come to be viewed as a crucial moment in the 
initiation of Adolf Hitler’s ‘final solution’ and the 
Holocaust. 

When we met him, Ernest Kolman had lived in 
Greenford for many years, and in England since 1939. 
But he was born in Wesel, Germany. 

In April 1933 after Hitler’s Nazi party came to power, 
the first signs of state-sponsored anti-Semitism began 
to show, with boycotts of Jewish businesses, and 
vandalism. 

“I was five or six years old, but I can clearly remember 
standing outside a shop and seeing it had been 
branded with ‘Juden’,” said Ernest. “And, at the same 
time, a funeral procession with black horses pulling a 
carriage hearse went past. The two things became 
fixed in my mind.” 

Disturbed by the developing atmosphere, the Kolman 
family moved to Cologne. And, at 10 years old, Ernest 
gained entry to a top-level Jewish grammar school 
there. By this time, Hitler had barred Jewish pupils 

from state education. This grammar school was, 
ultimately, to play a big role in saving Ernest’s life. 

‘LOADING PEOPLE INTO LORRIES’ 

In 1938, with many Jewish people already having 
sought to leave Germany, Hitler decided that all 
‘Polish’ Jews should be rounded-up and packed off to 
Poland. 

Ernest said: “I remember in a town square they were 
loading people into lorries. My mother knew a couple 
of the people being taken away, and took a big 
basket of food to give to them. They were deported to 
the Polish border but the Polish government wouldn’t 
let them in, and the Germans wouldn’t allow them 
back, so they were stuck in no-man’s land.” 

Matters quickly escalated, following the assassination 
of a German diplomat in Paris in an act of defiance by 
a young Jewish man. It was not long before 
Kristallnacht – the night of the broken glass – 
smashed what semblance of calm remained in 
Germany. Thousands of Jewish-owned businesses 
were attacked, synagogues were destroyed and 
homes and hospitals were ransacked. 

Ernest said: “People started setting fire to 
synagogues and Jewish men were arrested for no 
reason and taken to concentration camps. I 
remember being in our apartment and my mother 
was agitated. She said ‘come to the balcony’, and I 
could see smoke billowing out of the front of the 
synagogue that was just five doors away. There was a 
semi-circle of gawpers looking on. 

“The doorbell rang and we were terrified. My mother 
answered the door and it was one of our neighbours, 
a Catholic lady who lived with her grown-up 
daughter. My mother told me to go with this 
neighbour, and she took me upstairs to their 
apartment, to a large wardrobe in a bedroom. She 
told me to ‘hide in there, and don’t make a noise’. As 
you can imagine, I was petrified. I was there all day 
until my mother came to collect me when things 
seemed to have calmed down outside. I didn’t want 
to come down. Meanwhile, my father had been away 
on business and, when he found out what was going 
on, his chauffeur, who was a Protestant, sheltered 

On 27 January 2015 it will be the 70th anniversary of the liberation of the 
Nazi’s nefarious Auschwitz concentration camp. 






