Times of
Services

2015
Friday 2 January
Shabbat begins: 3.48 pm
Mincha/
Kabbalat Shabbat: 4.00 pm

Shabbat 3 January
Shacharit: 9.30 am
Haftorah: Leslie Sommer
Mincha: After Kiddush
Shabbat ends: 4.58 pm

Sunday 4 January
Shacharit: 8.40 am

Friday 9 January

Shabbat begins: 3.57 pm
Mincha/

Kabbalat Shabbat: 4.00 pm

Reading the Haftarah
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If you would like
to read Haftarah
to mark a special
event or just to
make your personal
contribution to the service,
please let us know. Brian
Robinson would be delighted
to help with any preparation
or revision that would be
needed. Please contact him

directly—Brian: 020 8567 6558.

Sponsoring an Event

I f you are
¢ celebrating a Simcha
or commemorating
- a family Yahrzeit, or

if you are just feeling generous,
please consider sponsoring a
Shabbat morning Kiddush,
Seudah or Sunday morning
breakfast. Contact Joan

Michaels: 020 8579 4261.

AJR—Meets the st Tuesday
in every month at 2.30 pm.
Contact Leslie Sommer: 020

8993 7574.

Israeli Dancing!

{‘ 2 Every Tuesday
% evening at 8.00
pm at Ealing

Synagogue. All welcome. No

charge.

In the event of a bereavement, in
the first instance please contact
the Burial Office : 020 8950 7767.

Rabbi Hershi Vogel: 07970 829758
Brian Robinson: 020 8567 6558
Neil Shestopal: 020 8579 5099
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Friday 2 January 2015/Shabbat 12 Tevet 5775
Sidra:

THURSDAY | JANUARY
FAST OF TEVET

Fast begins at 6.17 am and ends at 4.50 pm.

SHABBAT 3 JANUARY

Leslie Sommer will be giving this week’s D’var Torah.

THURSDAY 15 JANUARY 2015
ADVOCATING ISRAEL
How Do we Make Israel’s Case

See the flyer on page 4 of this newsletter.

TUESDAY 27 JANUARY 2015
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY

The annual tree-planting in commemoration of Holocaust Memorial
Day will take place at 11.00 am outside Perceval House.

Margaret and Franklyn Ellison send their friends in the
Ealing community their very best wishes for 2015
and hope it will be one of good health and happiness.

Ealing Synagogue,
I5 Grange Road, London W5 5QN
Reg. Charity No. 242552
Minister: Rabbi Hershi Vogel, BA; Administrator: Mellissa Levitt
Tel: 020 8579 4894; Fax: 020 8567 2348; Email: office@ealingsynagogue.org.uk
Ealing Synagogue Newsletter: esnewsletter@btinternet.com
Ealing Synagogue Website: www.ealingsynagogue.org.uk
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3™ January 2015 VAYECHI 12m Teveth 5775

Kohen - First Aliya: Chapter 37, verse 28 — Chapter 38, verse 3

{ Sevenbeen years have passad since Yaacov moved down to Mizralm and at the age of 147 he realises he s soon
coming to the end of his e,

4 Yaacow summons Yosef o him and makes him swear that when he dies, Yosa? wil not bury him In Mitzraim, but In
the cave of machpeiah alongside his wite Leah and his other forefalers and Mofas.

+ Yosaf recognises how 11 Ya3cow has become and brings his two 5ons, Menashe and Ephiraim o him for 3 biessing.

Levi - Second Aliya: Chapter 38, verses 10 - 16

& Yaacow Diesses Yosaf first
¥aaco crosses Nis ams In order to place Ns Hight hand on the head of Ephraim, who was standing on Yaacow's lef

hand side and his k=t hand on the head of Menashe who was standing on Yaacow's right, before blessing them both.
Shlishi - Third Aliya: Chapter 38, verses 17 - 22

+  Walching this, Yosel ailampis 1o siralghien Yaacow's Nands bul he resisted.
+ Y3acow inid Yosel that Menashe was destined for greatness, bat Ephralim would be even greater.

RAT1 - Fourth Aliya: Chapter 39, verses 1 - 18

¥aacow gathers the rest of his sons together amund his bedside. In order to bless them
Yaacov 2lls Feuven even though usualy a first bom |s honcured with 3 double portion of his father's Deiongings,
because of Reuver's sins he wil get nothing. However Hashem In his marcy has forghven him.

A Shimaon and Lev| destroyed Shechem and Instigated the KNG of Yosef. '¥aacow boid fem they are o dangerus
to be together 5o thelr portion share of the land of Israel will be scatiered across the whole country.

Yenuda ks compared to 3 Bon and hence bessad with future leaders emanating from his fibe.

Fevian was blessed with great business acumen enabling him o support the iibe of ‘Yissachar while thay exced In
torsh shudy.
mﬁmam.mmmmmwmmwammamam

Chapter 39, verses 19 - 36

Gad Nis toid that his tribe wil aiso become great Nighlers and even Mough Mey will refum back In peace, they wii

always be I 3 stabs of ConBHENT Mieat rom Melr ofer SUMDUNdINg Ensmiss.
ASher was hiss5en Wil planty oF nilve fraes which s proauce will you in the fubune temples.
Compared o a deer, Mafall ks bliessed with lighi-footed messengers who will swifty dellver fe latest news to the
other ribes.

+ Yosaf 5 blessed with two portions through his sons Ephraim and Menashe.

+ Benyamin s told that the Bels Hamikdash will be bult In his portion of land.

Shishi - Sixth Aliya: Chapter 39, verse 27- Chapter 40, verse 20

4 Yaacow passes awdy and Mitzralm mouwm for him for seventy days.
+  With Pharaoh's permission, Yosel and his brothers buried Yaacov next o his first wite Leah In the land of Canaan, In

ihe cave of Machpeiah.
Sh'vri - Seventh Aliya- Chapter 40, verses 21 - 26
+  Yo&el gels his others D promise him hat at me ime of the Expdus fnom Mizraim, his bones wiuld be franspored

for returial In the land of Canaan.
+ Yosal dies at the age of one hundred and ien
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Haftorah - MELACHIM {1*" BOOK OF Kings) Chapter 2, verses 1 to 12
OVERVIEW:

= Shiomo (Solomon) is standing by his dying father's bedside to receve King David's final message to
him.

= Hing David encourages Shiomo o be strong and remain steadfast i his belief of Hashem, to ensure
that his reign as the successor of the Dawvidic Dynasty will be a prosperous one. This includes rewanding
and punishing vanous people fior thear actions during Dawd's reign.
Upon his death, Shlomo takes his father's place as King and his sovereignty is fimly established in the
land of srael.

LINK TO TORAH READING:

= The Haphtarah echoes the same theme portrayed in this week's Sedra. Just as King David, on his
death bed delivers his final instructions to Shiomo. The Torah reading discusses at length Yaacow's
parting words and blessings to his sons before he dies.

WEEKLY DISCUSSION:

This week's Parsha is called Vayechi, [itierally translated as “and he lived”, refeming to the life of Yaakov. This is a
sirange fitle as the Parsha mainly deals with the days leading up to his death. Change is a very powerful thing,
especially changes in how we all interact with each other. Yaacow's persona chanped a lot throughout his life
including his owm name Yaacov being changed to Yisrael, but the most important change we saw in him was the
change that defines him. His character trait of Truth and Honesty'

When | first read the sedra, | thought when Yaacov recited the blessings he gave to his sons, he seemed wery
harsh and unkind but in fact e was being wery fair and candid with them all. Yaacow leamed through his life, that
truthful eriticism was needed now, which was a fundamental change from the perception’s he had when he was
younger. Earlier in his lifie; he decefved his father to get a blessing and a birthright which belonged to his older

Owr commendabors, say that Yaacow was teaching his sons an important lesson here: so that they could chanpe
too. He fielt the crificizm he meted out would help all of them find their cwn way in the future and make them
betier men, especially as Yaacow knew they were all desfined to become rle-models as the heads of each of the
twelve tribes of lsrasl.

Going back to why this Parsha is called Vayechi, The answer is Yaacow had changed so much throughout his life
that his own course of changes allowed him to live to his best potential. When the time came for Yaacov to die;
he wanted his son's to understand why he switched around the leaders. Yaacow knew what strengths and
weaknesses each son had, so e wasn't being brutal, he was being honest with them, about why he made the
changes necessary and that they should not quarmel and fight with each other for supremacy, just to accept in
their hearts the comect decision was made for all of their benefif’s.

Jewish people remember their loved omnes on the anniversary of their deaths. Yahezeit's are not to remember how
they had died, but how they had lived, enabling us to leam lessons from their life experiences so we can adapt
and incorporate them inko our owmn ves. Changing who you are makes us befter people. Change is a Felong job
and somefimes is not easy. Hence the Parsha's name, Vayechi. Remembering Yaakov and the strunples he had
to endure throughout his whole life, and the changes he made for the "Greater Good” May Hashem bless us all to
do the same.
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Compiled, Designed & Written by Jeremy Symons

Ealing Synagogue thanks Jeremy Symons of Southend and Westcliff Hebrew Congregation for allowing us to re-
produce his overview of the weel’s Sidra.
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Advocating Israel
How do we make Israel’s case?

Presented by Luke Akehurst
Director of "We Believe in Israel”
which was founded at the 2011 BICOM conference

THURSDAY 15 JANUARY 2015
Ealing Synagogue
7.30 pm

Do you know how to respond if:

. a friend makes an anti-Israel remark?

. an anti-Israel poster goes up at work?

- you hear something wrong about Israel, at a social event, at
work, perhaps in the media?

. Ssomeone suggests boycotting Israel?

There will be also be a Q&A session.

Ealing Synagogue, 15 Grange Road, Ealing W5 5QN
RSVP: stephen.hirst@btinternet.com
No charge. Refreshments will be provided.




