Times of
tt Services 2015

Friday 18 December
Shabbat begins: 3.37 pm
Mincha/

Kabbalat Shabbat: 3.45 pm

Shabbat 19 December
Shacharit: 9.30 am
Haftorah: Brian Robinson
Mincha: After Kiddush
Shabbat ends: 4.47 pm

Sunday 20 December
Shacharit: 8.40 am

Friday 25 December
Shabbat begins: 3.41 pm
Mincha/

Kabbalat Shabbat: 3.45 pm
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Friday 18 December 2015/Shabbat 7 Tevet 5776
Sidra:

Reading the Haftarah
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If you would like
to read Haftarah
to mark a special
event or just to
make your personal
contribution to the service,
please contact Brian Robinson,
who will be delighted to help
with any preparation or

revision.

Sponsoring an Event

v | f you are
celebrating a Simcha

or commemorating
o> a family Yahrzeit, or
if you are just feeling generous,
please consider sponsoring a
Shabbat morning Kiddush,
Seudah or Sunday morning
breakfast. Contact Joan

Michaels: 020 8579 4261.

AJR—Meets the Ist Tuesday
in every month at 2.00 pm.
Contact Leslie Sommer: 020

8993 7574.

Israeli Dancing!

i,” ~2  Every  Tuesday
%1 evening at 8.00 pm
at Ealing
Synagogue. All welcome. No

charge.

SHABBAT 19 DECEMBER
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY KIDDUSH

Judith and Brian Robinson together with Alan Sierota have pleasure
in inviting the Ealing community to their special joint Birthday
Kiddush in honour of Brian’s 80th birthday and Alan’s 65th birthday.
Please join us in wishing Brian and Alan Happy Birthday and many
more years of “wardening” and ‘“shamasing’ respectively.

MAZAL TOV

To Kate and Stephen Hirst on the birth of their new grandson,
Natan Shaoul. The Ealing community extends a hearty Mazal Tov
to parents Ashley and Ayala Hirst and all the family. May they enjoy
much nachat and joy from the new addition to their family.

SAVE THE DATE!
SUNDAY 31 JANUARY 2016
8.00 PM

“A wonderfully witty comic songwriter and performer”
LBC

Ealing Synagogue is delighted to present
Alexander S Bermange with special
guests. This ‘“wonderfully witty comic
songwriter and performer” (LBC) has
acquired a formidable following through
his many appearances on Radio 4 and the
World Service. Alexander will be
performing some of his best-loved
comedic musical creations about second-
rate singers, tube-travelling trainspotters
and popular personalities, alongside an
arrange of brand new material. He will be joined by some leading
West End musical theatre artists as special guests. Please save the
date and join us for an evening of music and wit.

BBC COMIC SONGWRITER
ALEXANDER S. BERMANGE
AND SPECIAL GUESTS FROM THE WEST END

celebrate second-rate singers,
tube-travelling trainspotters,
popular personalities from Prince Harry to David Beckham,
and much more!

In the event of a bereavement, in
the first instance please contact
the Burial Office : 020 8950 7767.

Rabbi Hershi Vogel: 07970 829758
Brian Robinson: 020 8567 6558
Neil Shestopal: 020 8579 5099

Ealing Synagogue,
I5 Grange Road, London W5 5QN
Reg. Charity No. 242552
Minister: Rabbi Hershi Vogel, BA
Administrator: Sandra Moses
Tel: 020 8579 4894; Fax: 020 8567 2348; Email: office@ealingsynagogue.org.uk
Ealing Synagogue Newsletter: esnewsletter@btinternet.com
Ealing Synagogue Website:
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Snapshnt Torah
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Kohen - First Aliya: Chapter 34, verses 18 -30

+ The: vicenoy |s detemined bo keep Binyamin prisoner for the thelt of his goiden gobiet.
Yenudah steps forwamd and offers imsaT In exchangs for his younger brther. He explained that he mate an cath to
his tather that he would take full responsiiity of Bimyamin 3s he |s the only remalning link to Yaacow's beioved wife;
Rachel and her oiher 50n "Yosar whom afe both dead. Yehudah pleads tat If he retumed home, failing to being
Binyamin back with him; Yaacow would surely 2 of 3 broken heat.

Lewi - Second Aliya: Chapter 34, verses 31 - Chapter 33, verse T

4 The wiceroy Is unabie to conrol his emobions any longer and omers everyone to leave the room, as he wishet to
peak i the brothers alone. Crying out [oud, the viceroy revealed to the brofess his true Kentity, that he |5 In fact
their long kost brother Yosef whom they sold all those yeans before.

&= The brothers are 50 shocked and dumbfoundad with the reveiation that they became afrald and ashamed of what
thery had done. Yosef comforts them saying It was all part of Hashent's pian fo bring him hare to Mitraim ([Egypt) In
order i precenve thelr Ives from the famine.

Sh'lishi - Third Aliya: Chapter 33, verses 8 - 18

+  Yosef tells his brothers that as there Is 530 five years famine yet fo come and they should go back and tell Yaacov,
thelr aher the Tuth that his beioved son, Yoser 16 sl allve and that he requested them to bing Yaacoy back
Mitzralm so he would not staree.

RVTI - Fourth Aliya: Chapter 33, verses 13 - 27

4 Pharaoh dscovers ihat Yoser's brothers are here with him and riterates to them ihat Yaacov and their entire families
will be madk very welcome I they come back to stay In MitzEim.

4 Laden with wagons, donkeys full of proviskons and gifts provided by Pharaoh and Yosef, the brothers retum back to
C:anaan to infom thelr father that his beioved 5on Yosef s stil alve and well

4 Yaacow refused to believe them at irst, but When he Sees e W3gONS approaching, Yaacov's gref ended and his
spirt retumed back to kim.,

Chamishi - Fifth Aliya: Chapter 33, verse 28 - Chapter 36, verse 27

4+ Yaacoy iravels bo beer-eheba to ofer ug 3 Korbonces (Sacimice) i Hashem.
4+  Hashem comes to Yaacov In a wision, taling Rim to not be afald because unilke Nis Tather Yizohak, he will grant

permission, allowing Yaacow o go down Inbo MEzraim.
4+ Yaacow, his wives, 5ons and thelr familles depart Canaan and bagin thelr joumey towards Mizraim,

Shishi - Sixth Aliya: Chapter 36, verse 28 — Chapter 37, verse 10
4 Yehudah went on ahead to set up thelr new dwelling piaces In the fertie arsa of Mitzraim called Goshen, Yosef
rushes out In his chariot by greet his father. After embracing each other, Yaacow reveals he |5 now ready toode.
4 Yosel Infmduces his father to Pharach who when asked his age, Yaacov replies Tm 130 years oid, but my years
hawe been malnly unhappy ones’
Sh'wii - Seventh Aliya: Chapter 37, verses 11 - 27

4+ .yosef continues ip work for Pharach and spon acquires for him the majority of the Iand of Mizraim and its vestook.
Yaacov and his family continue Iving In Goshen, where they prospered and muipled.
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Haftorah — YEHEZKEL |[EZEIKEL) Chapter 37, verses 15 to 28

OVERVIEW:

= [Following the death of Shiomo Hamelech, (King Solomon) the Jewish nation was divided. The tribes of
Wehwda and Binyamin were gowemed by Rechavam (who was a direct descendant of Dawid) and
Wravam (who was descended from Epheaim) and ruled over the ather ten Tribes.

= Hashem commanded Yehezkel fo take two pieces of wood and inscribe Yehwda on one piece and
Ephraim on the obfher.

= eherkel then placed the two pieces together in his hand, where it miraculously fused into just one
e,

GEMATRIA LINKED TC THE SEDRA

= Pharath commanded Yosef to seffle his brothers “ysn aona bemaytaw ha'aretz (In the best of the
Land.} Chapter 47, verse 11.

= This phrase has the numerical value of 3589; comesponding to the gematria of the word v Goshen in
wihich the Jewish People dwelt during their time in Mitzraim.

WEEKLY DISCUSSION:

The life and character of Yosef is one of the dearest passages of the Torah to demonsirate the comect way to
behave, no matter the situation and illustrates the providence of Hashem.

This week's Torah portion of Vayiggash, reaches a dimactic moment in the life of Yosef. After all the ordeals of
betrayal, slavery, and mprisonment, followsed by his dream interpretations and subsequent nse to power, Yosef is
now faced with his treacherows brothers and has both the opportunity and the power to have them punished or
even killed for what they made him go throwgh all these years. So what does he do?

I'm sure no one would blame him and would even justify his acons if he decided to abuse his power and enact
revenge on his brothers but instead, Yosef does a wery astonishing and decent thing. He offers his petulant and
unsympathetic brothers forgiveness, compassion, and reconciliation. He didnt even lectre his brothers on their
misdemeanors or cajole them into making an apolegy. What happens instead? Yosef forgives and absolves them
from amy responsibility; putting ther actions into a larger context by explaining that Hashem was behind the
whole thing.

It should be noted that all of this happens after his brothers, at least Judah, refused to victimize Benjamin as they
long apo had done to Yosef. Even though Yosef had experienced both treachery and divine assistance. He now
had the opportunity to choose which of these expenences he will harbor the most and act upon. Justice or
mercy? Revenge or forgiveness? We always expect, especially on Yom Kippur for Hashem fo treat ws with
mercy. give us a second chance and forgive our past sins and mistakes. i the opportunity came. shouldnt we
expect to offer the same to those who have wrong us also” choosing fongiveness ower refmbution does not mean
Yosef ever forgot how his brothers. treated him. He just knew as the old saying goes “two wrongs don't make a
nght. Yosef recognized that holding on to anger is like grasping a hot coal with the intent of throwing it at
someone else; in the end you would be the one who gets bumed.

Instead of permitiing the boiing anger and hatred he mast have felt towards his brothers which would have
ultimately destroyed him, thaes compounding the damage already inflicted upon himself, he refuses to allow rage
to take ower his life and define his actions. He does not lose controd of his emotions, but more importantly, he
retains conirol over his e knowing full well everything had been ordained by Hashem to play out the way it did
a5 hinted by his earfier appariions at the beginning of the "Yosef Story” two weeks ago.

| truly beliewe This is a treasured lesson that we can leam and aspire o from owr biblical ancestor Yosef. We, too,
can break cycles of anger and hatred consuming and taking ower our cwn Fves simply by extinguishing the fire,
defusing the situaion and choosing the higher and righteous path.
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Compiled, Designed & Written by Jeremy Symons

Ealing Synagogue thanks Jeremy Symons of Southend and Westcliff Hebrew Congregation for allowing us to re-
produce his overview of the week’s Sidra.
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Jhe, Emunat

Musician , Si

OF THE YEAR OF THE YEAR

CLASSICAL MUSICIANS - MUSICAL THEATRE SINGERS

DOWNLOAD ENTRY FORMS AND RULES AT WWW.EMUNAH.ORG.UK OR
CALL 020 8203 6066 FOR DETAILS. APPLY BY TUESDAY 26TH JANUARY 2016

MANCHESTER: THURSDAY 28TH JANUARY 2016 SUNDAY 20TH MARCH 2016
LONDON: SUNDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 2016

THE STEVEN ISSERLIS CUP FOR THE USE OF MUSIC FOR CHARITABLE PURPOSES. WILL BE AWARDED AT THE SHOWCASE FINAL.

www.emunahorg.uk | 020 8203 6066
Follow British Emunah on B
235358

Eriah Erurat Fund - Pagaternd chay mamter 23530
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