Times of
Services

2015

Friday 15 May

Shabbat begins: 8.32 pm
Mincha/

Kabbalat Shabbat: 7.15 pm

Shabbat 16 May
Shacharit: 9.30 am
Haftorah: Brian Robinson
Kiddush

Shabbat ends: 9.46 pm

Sunday 17 May
Shacharit: 8.40 am

Friday 22 May

Shabbat begins: 8.42 pm
Mincha/

Kabbalat Shabbat: 7.15 pm

Reading the Haftarah
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If you would like
to read Haftarah
to mark a special
event or just to
make your personal
contribution to the service,
please contact Brian Robinson,
who would be delighted to
help with any preparation or

revision that would be needed.
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Sidra: Behar-Behukkotai

SUNDAY 17 MAY
EALING SYNAGOGUE AGM

All members are invited to Ealing Synagogue’s AGM. There will be
an election for Board members. Voting will commence at 11.00 am.
The AGM will commence at 11.30 am.

TUESDAY 19 MAY
ROSH CHODESH SIVAN
SHACHARIT : 8.00 AM

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES

As mentioned previously, it is becoming increasingly difficult to get a
minyan for Shabbat morning services. Over Shavuot and the coming
weeks, several regular minyan-men will be away. The Wardens
politely request that members please come and help with Shabbat
morning services. The more the merrier. Please support your shul.

Sponsoring an Event

- I f you are
,@ celebrating a Simcha
® or commemorating
«E5»  a family Yahrzeit, or

if you are just
feeling generous, please
consider sponsoring a Shabbat
morning Kiddush, Seudah or
Sunday morning breakfast.
Contact Joan Michaels: 020

AJR—Meets the st Tuesday
in every month at 2.00 pm.
Contact Leslie Sommer: 020

8993 7574.

Israeli Dancing!

;:“A % Every Tuesday
%1 evening at 8.00
pm at Ealing

Synagogue. All welcome. No

charge.

YOM YERUSHALAYIM
SUNDAY 17 MAY

Yom Yerushalayim marks the reunification of Jerusalem after the Six
Day War in June 1967.

In the event of a bereavement, in
the first instance please contact
the Burial Office : 020 8950 7767.

Rabbi Hershi Vogel: 07970 829758
Brian Robinson: 020 8567 6558
Neil Shestopal: 020 8579 5099

Ealing Synagogue,
I5 Grange Road, London W5 5QN
Reg. Charity No. 242552
Minister: Rabbi Hershi Vogel, BA; Administrator: Mellissa Levitt
Tel: 020 8579 4894; Fax: 020 8567 2348; Email: office@ealingsynagogue.org.uk
Ealing Synagogue Newsletter: esnewsletter@btinternet.com
Ealing Synagogue Website: www.ealingsynagogue.org.uk
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TIMES OF SERVICES FOR SHAVUOT

SHABBAT 23 MAY

Shacharit : 9.30 am
Haftorah : Ben Kosky
Kiddush

SATURDAY NIGHT 23 MAY

Shabbat Mincha : 8.30 pm
Seudah Shlishit

SUNDAY 24 MAY—IST DAY SHAVUOT

Shacharit : 9.30 am
Haftorah : Leslie Sommer
Kiddush

Mincha/Maariv : 8.30 pm

MONDAY 25 MAY—2ND DAY SHAVUOT

Shacharit : 9.30 am

Yizkor

Haftorah : Neil Shestopal
Kiddush

Mincha/Maariv : 9.30 pm
Yom terminates : 10.01 pm

The holiday of Shavuot is a two-day holiday, beginning at sundown of the 5th of Sivan and lasting
until nightfall of the 7th of Sivan. (In Israel it is a one-day holiday, ending at nightfall of the 6th of

Sivan.)

Women and girls light holiday candles to usher in the holiday, on both the first and second eve-
nings of the holidays.

It is customary to stay up all night learning Torah on the first night of Shavuot.

All men, women and children should go to the synagogue on the first day of Shavuot to hear

the reading of the Ten Commandments.

As on other holidays, special meals are eaten, and no “work” may be performed.

It is customary to eat dairy foods on Shavuot. Among other reasons, this commemorates the
fact that upon receiving the Torah, including the kosher laws, the Jewish people could not cook
meat in their pots, which had yet to be rendered kosher.

Some communities read the Book of Ruth publicly, as King David—whose passing occurred on

this day—was a descendant of Ruth the Moabite.
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Kohen - First Aliya: Chapter 23, Verses 1 - 18

4+ Hashem commands Moshes regardng the Shmittah (Sabbabical) and Jubliag years. Every seventh year Is a
Saubatical year, when it Is Torbidgen to work the land [this only appiles {0 the Land of lsraei)
After seven sets Of 5even years has passed then a Yovel [Jubliee) year I prociaimed. During which 3l the laws
reéating to the Shmitah year woulid stil apoly.
In addftion all slaves must be sat free and all possesses |and reverts hack o el oiginal oaners.

Hashem Insiructs us that we shoukd conduct all our business fransactions effilcally and should not verbally harass or
Intentionally misicad amyons.

Levi - Second Aliya: Chapter 23, verses 19 - 28

Hashem reassures Us that If Enal keep e laws of Shmitah and Yovel he will bless Me stih years harvest, and it
will produce enough crops 1o sUstain the peopie Tor MMEe years.

The Allya continues with 3 rationale befind the prohibition against saling land for perpetuity and wiy i can only b2
leased out untl the Yovel year.

The seller of land, or his relaiive on his behal, has he oplion of “redeaming” e land from the purchaser, provided

that bwn years hawe passed from e date of purchase.
Shlishi - Third Aliya: Chapter 23, verses 2 - 38

The law menfioned above only appiles to fiekds and properties stiuated In an un-walled city. Property In wallad cies,
can only be redeemed up to one yaar after the sale; ofenvise ey become the permanent property of the buyer.
Anaother exception to the rules |5 relaing io the land aliotd to the Levi'im, which will always be redeamabie.

W are {3ught to 2sslst our poorer brefhren before they become financially runed and become dependent on the
help of piers. The prohibition of charging interest on a loan to a fellow Jew IS also re-terated.

RTI - Fourth Aliya: Chapter 23, verse 23 - Chapler 26, verse 3

All Jewlsh slaves must be treated raspactiully, never subjectad o pesform demeaning |aDour.
The redemption proc26s for a Jew solid Into siavery to a non-Jewlsh master s preseribed here, The masier must be
reimbursed for e years remaining untll the Yovel year when e slave would have been relinquished anyway
desplie the fact he | she had not been redeamed,

against Idolatry Is mentioned once again, and the requirement that we obsene the
Shabbat and revers Hashen's Holy Sancluaries (Synagogues and siudy hals).
Hashem promises us Incredile biessings I we dillgenty study Torah and observe all the mitzvors propery. These
blessings Inclute plentiful food, rin In fie fght se3son, Milkary success and peace In the land of lsrsal,

4
+

Chamishi - Fifth Aliya: Chapter 26, verses 10 - 46

+ This Allyah describes In detall the fip-side Iwe don't adhers to or reject Hashem's commandments.
4+  Some of punishments meded ou, Inclutes diseace, Tamine, enemy occupation and golus (exle),

4+  Despite 3l this Hashem promises io never ubiery forsake us compietely and will WSmately fonglve our past
transgressions and allow Us Back Into the land of ksral,

Shishi - Sixth Aliya: Chapter 27, verses 1 - 13 and
Sh'vri - Seventh Aliya: Chapter 27, verses 16 - 34

+ I someone vows o ing the value of person a& a gift fo the Mishian, fen he must follow 3 formula ihat takes Inip
consideration the person's gender and age. If an animal, house or field Is piedged ey are evaluated by the Kohen
and the monetary value s redeamad and pald to the Kohen,

4+ A person who wishes bo redesm his Ma‘aser (THthe) may oo 50 by aoding a fith of the value bo the Ma'aser total.

+  Evaluating Ma'aser from cattie or sheep Is achieved by hering them all Into a pen and taking every 107 animal aside
25 Ma'asar.
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Haftorah - Yermeyahu (Jeremiah) Chapter 16, verse 19 — Chapter 17, verse 14
OVERVIEW:

= The Prophet Yermeyahu rebukes the people of Israel for their idolatrous ways and for not hawing faith in
Hashem.

= Yemeyahu conveys Hashem's words of wrath towands those who do not put ther tnest in Him, by
foreteling exile as ther punishment and of Hashem blessing the ones who do.

= Yermeyahu emphasizes his point by companng Man to a Tree. "If we put owr faith in people, we will be
fike a tree craving for water in the desert. Mot knowing if they are going to find enough o sunive.
However, if we place our trust m Hashem. We will b= like a tree near a nver. Mewer fearing where is
wiater will come from, even during a drought ™

LINK TO SEDRA READING:

= The Haftorah discusses the punishments that await those who disregard Hashem's laws, and the
bdessings that are for those who follow the Creafor’s wishes. This follows the theme of this week's Torah
reading which details at length the blessings and curses_.

WEEKLY DISCUSSION:

Parsha Behar deals primariy with the Mitzvor of keeping Shmittah and Yowel, yet intertwined are a number of
other laws relating to Shabbat, slavery and idol worship. What's the connection?

The ideclogy behind the Shmittah year, the cyde of every seven years that the land of Israel must rest is very
similar o the concept of keeping Shabbat. Just as Hashem created the world in six days and rested on the
sepenth, oo should we.

Shabbat is the time we can truly appreciate the workd we live in and more importanthy acknowledge that Hashem
created the workd and confinues. to sustain it week in — week out. The Shmittah year s no different. It gives us
the opportunity to realise that in truth, we possess nothing. The whole world bebongs to Hashem since he was the
one who created it We are all in effect nothing but 'Hashem's employee’s’ who have been given permission to
dwell on Hashem's property and eat from his produce. As the Torah guotes The whole workd belongs to me. | am
Hashem'

After the complelion of seven Shmittah cycles, the Yowel year comes into force. Mot only is any agricutural work
permitted in the land of |srael but the [and is restored back to its onginal owner, re-emphasising the point once
again that although property and land can be bowght and sold, no one except Hashem really owms it at all.

The Jewish slawes are also released during the Yowel year. This teaches that nobody has the right to own
another man because every one of us are in Hashem's eyes his servanis and should be treated fardy and

equally.

Sio where does performing idolatry fit into all this? Anyone who rebels agamst the idea of having ocne sowvereign
deity who rules over the whole world and s bed to believe just like Greek and Roman mythology that there was a
pantheon of Gods presiding over each individual ebement, of the world's existence; the sun, moon, and sea for
example, are grealfy mistaken. As if like me you have read any of ther mythology you would see that these so
called gods don't have time to lowe and care for us dear mortals as Hashem does because they are always
arguinyg or at war with each obher.

All the mitzvot and commandments in this week's two Parshas and the conseguences ifwe don't adhere to them,
all rewolve around the same concept. Hashem's insistence that we the Jewish people recognise the fact that the
whole world and its inhabitants belong solely to Hashem and that we are all privileged and thankfil for everything
which has been given to us, albait on koan from Hashem's great store-howse of niches.

'::n'::“i.v g o o

Lhaddar L Ahadeal

Compiled, Designed & Written by Jeremy Symons

Ealing Synagogue thanks Jeremy Symons of Southend and Westcliff Hebrew Congregation for allowing us to re-
produce his overview of the week’s Sidra.
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The League of Jewish Women

LeagueArtz offers League of Jewish Women members a few
tickets remaining for the following concert:

Thursday 25th June 7.15pm

Royal Festival Hall,
Southbank, London SEI 8XX Tel.No.0844 847 9934

Nearest Station:WWaterloo.
Philharmonia Orchestra,

Yuri Temirkanov, conductor,
Nikolai Lugansky, piano.
Weber Overture, Der Freischutz,
Beethoven Piano Concerto No.4,
Brahms Symphony No.2.
Tickets £26.

Contact Linda Weber 020 8421 0797
or email linda@thewebers.co.uk

by 18th May.
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