Times of
Services

2014
Friday 26 December
Shabbat begins: 3.41 pm
Mincha/
Kabbalat Shabbat: 3.45 pm

Shabbat 27 December
Shacharit: 9.30 am
Haftorah: Ben Kosky
Mincha: After Kiddush
Shabbat ends: 4.42 pm

Sunday 28 December
Shacharit: 8.40 am

Friday 2 January 2015
Shabbat begins: 3.48 pm
Mincha/

Kabbalat Shabbat: 4.00 pm

Reading the Haftarah
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If you would like
to read Haftarah
to mark a special
event or just to
make your personal
contribution to the service,
please let us know. Brian
Robinson would be delighted
to help with any preparation
or revision that would be
needed. Please contact him

directly—Brian: 020 8567 6558.

Sponsoring an Event

I f you are

‘% celebrating a Simcha

or commemorating
Ls>

a family Yahrzeit, or
if you are just feeling generous,
please consider sponsoring a
Shabbat morning Kiddush,
Seudah or Sunday morning
breakfast. Contact Joan

Michaels: 020 8579 4261.

AJR—Meets the st Tuesday
in every month at 2.30 pm.
Contact Leslie Sommer: 020

8993 7574.

Israeli Dancing!

i:" & Every Tuesday
% evening at 8.00
pm at Ealing

Synagogue. All welcome. No

charge.

In the event of a bereavement, in
the first instance please contact
the Burial Office : 020 8950 7767.

Rabbi Hershi Vogel: 07970 829758
Brian Robinson: 020 8567 6558
Neil Shestopal: 020 8579 5099
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Friday 26 December 2014/Shabbat 5 Tevet 5775
Sidra:

THURSDAY | JANUARY 2015
FAST OF TEVET

Fast begins at 6.17 am and ends at 4.50 pm.

THURSDAY 15 JANUARY 2015
ADVOCATING ISRAEL
How Do we Make Israel’s Case

See the flyer on page 4 of this newsletter.

TUESDAY 27 JANUARY 2015
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY

The annual tree-planting in commemoration of Holocaust Memorial
Day will take place at 11.00 am outside Perceval House.

Wishing you a very happy,
healthy and rewarding 2015.

Ealing Synagogue,
I5 Grange Road, London W5 5QN
Reg. Charity No. 242552
Minister: Rabbi Hershi Vogel, BA; Administrator: Mellissa Levitt
Tel: 020 8579 4894; Fax: 020 8567 2348; Email: office@ealingsynagogue.org.uk
Ealing Synagogue Newsletter: esnewsletter@btinternet.com
Ealing Synagogue Website: www.ealingsynagogue.org.uk
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27" December 2014 VAYIGGASH 5m Teveth 5775

Kiohen - First Aliya: Chapter 34, verses 18 - 30

4 The vicamy Is detemmined bo keep Binyamin prisoner for the thaft of his goiden gobist.

% Yehudah steps forwand and offers himseT In axchange for his younger brother. He explained that he made an ath o
his tather that he would take full responsibiity of Binyamin as he Is the only remaining link io Yaacov's beloved wils;
Fachel and her other son Yosaf whom are both dead. Yehudah pleads that ¥ he retumed home, Talling to bring
Binyamin back with him; ¥aacov would surely die of 3 broken heart.

Lewi - Second Aliya: Chapter 34, verses 31 - Chapter 33, verse T

4 The vicemy is unahis to control his empdions any longer and omers everyone fo leave the mom, a5 he wishes o
speak o the brothars alone. Crying out |oud, the viceroy reveaied to the brofens his true identity, that be Is In fact
ihelr long lost brother Yoser whom they soid all those years before.

& The brothers are 50 shocked and dumbfounded with the reveiation that they became atald and ashamed of what
ihey had done. Yosef comforts them saying It was all part of Hashem's pian to bring him here to Mizraim [Egypt) In
onder fo presene thelr ives from the famine.

Shlishi - Third Aliya: Chapter 33, verses § - 18

4 Yosaf tells his brofhers that as thene ks S8l flve years famine yet io come and they should go back and tell Yaacov,
thelr father the futh that his beloved son, YoseT |5 stll allve and that he requesied them to bring Yaacow back o
Mitzraim &0 he would not starve.

RWTI - Fourth Aliya: Chapter 35, verses 19 - 27

4 Pharach discovers Mat Yosars brothers are here with him and refteraies to them that Yaacov and their entire tamilies
will be: made Very wedcome If they come back to stay In Mitzrim.

4 Laden with wagons, donkeys full of proviskons and gits providesd by Pharach and Yosef, the brothers retum back to
Canaan to infom thedr father that his beioved son Yosef s sl alve and weil.

% Yaacow refused to believe them at first, but when he 5265 the Wagons approaching, Yaacow's grief ended and his
it retumed back to him.

Chamishi - Fifth Aliya: Chapter 35, verse 28 - Chapter 36, verse 27

4 Yaacow travels to beer-shaba to offerup 3 korboncs [Sacrfica) o Hashem.
“+  Hashem comes to Yaacow In a wislon, taling him to not be afrald because unilke Nis Tather YRzohak, he will grant

permitssion, allowing Yaacow to go down Inbo Mizraim.
% Yaacow, his wives, Sons and thedr families depart Canaan and bagn helr jpumey towards Mizraim.

Shishi - Sixth Aliya: Chapter 36, verse 28 — Chapter 37, verse 10

4 Yehwdah weni on ahead to set up thelr new dwedling piaces In ithe fertile area of Mizraim called Goshen, Yosef
nushess out In Ris chanot to greet his father. ARler embracing each other, Yaacow reveals he |s now ready (o de.

% Yosaf Inwoducas his father to Pharach who when asked his age, Yaacov replies Tm 130 yeass oid, but my years
have been malniy unhappy ones'

Sh'vTi - Seventh Aliya: Chapter 37, verses 11 - 27
4 Yosef continues to work for Pharach and soon acquires for him the majorty of the land of Mitzraim and its Ivestock.

Yaacoy and hils familly conbnue Iving In Goshen, where they prospered and mubipled.  (Plesss read Weakly
Discussbon” ssciion for more Inskghis)
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Haftorah — YEHEZKEL (EZEIKEL) Chapter 37. verses 15 to 28

OVERVIEW:

= Following the death of Shlomo Hamelech, (King Solomon) the Jewish nation was divided. The tribes of
Yehuda and Binyamin were govemed by Rechavam (who was a direct descendant of David) and
Yiravam [wio was descended from Ephraim) and ruled over the other ten Tribes.

= Hashem commanded Yehezkel to take two pieces of wood and nscribe Yehuda on one piece and
Ephraim on the other.

4 Yehezkel then placed the two pieces together i his hand, where it miaculously fused into just one
piece.

LINK TO SEDRA READING:

= One of the primary reasons why the Jewssh people ended up in Mitzraim (Egypt) was because Yehuda
and Yosef (who were both destined to be Kings over the Jewish people) weren't united.

= The Sedra begins with the confrontation between Yehuda and Yosef. Yehuda who had the onginal idea
to sell Yosef as a slave, was now willing o become Yosef's senvant in exchange for Bimyamin.

= |n the Haftorah, Hashem was prophesying to Yehezkel that he will reunite the beo divisions of Yehuda
and Ephraim in the kand of Israel; making therm whole again and ending the dispute and golus (Exle)

WEEKLY DISCUSSION:

After receiving bad news or experiencing a tragic event, people will sometimes respond with the words, "It's
Hashem's will. "Or “its bashert,” meaning it was meant io be.

In this week's Parsha of Vayiggash, despite having good reasons to be frightened and harboring guilt by tossing
Yosef into a pit and [ater seling him to merchants whio ked him into senvitude in Mitzraim (Egypt). Yosef reassured
his brothers that they should not feel any remorse about the way they had treated himo

Yosef explained to his brothers they had nothing to fear;, becawse it was Hashem's will who bought him to
Mitzraim enabling him to assure the survival of ther family during the harsh famine which was raging throughout
the Land.

Maimonides teaches that free will is a fundamental befief in Judaism and that everyone has the ability to make
their own choices and subsequently responsible for the choices that were made. If true, how Yosef could say, as.
noted abowe, that "Hashem sent me ahead of you fo assure your sunéival”, when in next week’s portion, he
claimed that though the brothers intended to harm him, *Hashem tumed their achons for the sake of good. It's a
paradox Al is foreseen by Hashem, yet free choice runs supreme. 5o how are both things possible?

The “fosef story” helps us to understand this seemingly contradicton. On the one hand, Yosef appears o make
free choices: he was a master planner who protected the surplus of the good years so that Mitzraim could swrvive
the sewen year famine. He cleverfy tested his brothers to determime if they had become men of good faith, and
much more. On the other hand, Yosef saw the bigger pichme, and afiributes much of his achievements to
Hashem_ In doing so, he acquired humiity and someone who recognized he is just a cog in the wheel of
Hashem's master plan. For example: when Pharach tells Joseph that he heard that the young man was a fine
interpreter of dreams, Yosef responds, “MNot I It is Hashem who will account for Pharaoh's well-being™

Judaism expects us to be a partner with Hashem. Yosef believed that Hashem had a plan for him and so should
we. | do not pretend to know yours or even my own divine purpose of where we fit in the grand scheme of things.
but | do beliewe, whatewver happens fo us, both bad and good, may connect fo that which is beyond our
comprehension but will ulimately fulfill "Hashem's master plan” of uniting us all and bringing cwrselves ever coser
to Hashem's presence and the start of the messianic era.
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Compiled, Designed & Written by Jeremy Symons

Ealing Synagogue thanks Jeremy Symons of Southend and Westcliff Hebrew Congregation for allowing us to re-
produce his overview of the weel’s Sidra.
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Advocating Israel
How do we make Israel’s case?

Presented by Luke Akehurst
Director of "We Believe in Israel”
which was founded at the 2011 BICOM conference

THURSDAY 15 JANUARY 2015
Ealing Synagogue
7.30 pm

Do you know how to respond if:

. a friend makes an anti-Israel remark?

. an anti-Israel poster goes up at work?

- you hear something wrong about Israel, at a social event, at
work, perhaps in the media?

. Ssomeone suggests boycotting Israel?

There will be also be a Q&A session.

Ealing Synagogue, 15 Grange Road, Ealing W5 5QN
RSVP: stephen.hirst@btinternet.com
No charge. Refreshments will be provided.




