Times of
Services

2014

Friday 19 December
Shabbat begins: 3.38 pm
MinchalLight the
Chanukah Candles/
Kabbalat Shabbat: 3.30 pm

Shabbat 20 December
Shacharit: 9.30 am
Haftorah: Brian Robinson
Mincha: After Kiddush
Shabbat ends: 4.47 pm

Sunday 21 December
Shacharit: 8.40 am

Friday 26 December
Shabbat begins: 3.41 pm
Mincha/

Kabbalat Shabbat: 3.45 pm

Reading the Haftarah
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If you would like
to read Haftarah
to mark a special
event or just to
make your personal
contribution to the service,
please let us know. Brian
Robinson would be delighted
to help with any preparation
or revision that would be
needed. Please contact him

directly—Brian: 020 8567 6558.

Sponsoring an Event

oy |If

: you are
@ celebrating a Simcha
or commemorating
- a family Yahrzeit, or

if you are just feeling generous,
please consider sponsoring a
Shabbat morning Kiddush,
Seudah or Sunday morning
breakfast. Contact Joan

Michaels: 020 8579 4261.

AJR—Meets the st Tuesday
in every month at 2.30 pm.
Contact Leslie Sommer: 020

8993 7574.

Israeli Dancing!

Synagogue.

Every  Tuesday
evening at 8.00
pm at Ealing
All welcome. No

charge.

‘eaims

EX

DYYY NaY S""“ﬂ°5“‘

Friday 19 December 2014/Shabbat Chanukah 28 Kislev 5775
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Ealing Synagogue
Newsletter

SHABBAT 20 DECEMBER
SPECIAL KIDDUSH

Gail Sackloff has pleasure in inviting the congregation to a
sumptuous Kiddush in celebration of her 70th birthday. Please join

us in wishing Gail a very Happy Birthday.

Lia Joffe, granddaughter of Judith and Brian Robinson, will be giving
her Bat Mitzvah D'var Torah and we will also be wishing a Happy

Birthday to Brian Robinson.

CONDOLENCES

The Ealing community wishes long life to Menashe Tahan on the
recent death of his sister Saida Yeheskel z”’l in Israel.

MONDAY 22 AND TUESDAY 23 DECEMBER
ROSH CHODESH TEVET
SHACHARIT : 8.00 AM

THURSDAY 15 JANUARY 2015
ADVOCATING ISRAEL
How Do we Make Israel’s Case

See the flyer on page 5 of this newsletter.

TUESDAY 27 JANUARY 2015
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY

The annual tree-planting in commemoration of Holocaust Memorial
Day will take place at 11.00 am outside Perceval House.

In the event of a bereavement, in
the first instance please contact
the Burial Office : 020 8950 7767.

Rabbi Hershi Vogel: 07970 829758
Brian Robinson: 020 8567 6558
Neil Shestopal: 020 8579 5099

Ealing Synagogue,
I5 Grange Road, London W5 5QN
Reg. Charity No. 242552
Minister: Rabbi Hershi Vogel, BA; Administrator: Mellissa Levitt
Tel: 020 8579 4894; Fax: 020 8567 2348; Email: office@ealingsynagogue.org.uk
Ealing Synagogue Newsletter: esnewsletter@btinternet.com
Ealing Synagogue Website: www.ealingsynagogue.org.uk
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Kohen - Firet Allya: Chapter 31, verses 1-14

*
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Two YEIIE after Yosel was sent to Prison, Pharaoh had two dreams whkch disturtagd him very misch.
Mot one of his advisors were abie to give him 3 saisfactony answer to what the dreams were refating fo.
The Chief Butier suddenty rememibers Y oseT and recounts 10 Pharach now the baker and he both had dreams whils

In prison and ¥ osel was able o Intarpret tham both acourately.

Lavl - Second Allya: Chapter 31, verses 15 - 38

+
+
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Yosal Is released from jail and s summoned to face Pharaoh.
Pharaoh reites his dreams to Yose!, The first depicied seven fat cows coming out of the fver Nile, ciosaly followed
Dy EEVvEn l2an coWws. The lean cows procesded 1o consume he fat oows but remained thin.

The Second dream 53w seven healthy ears of com being devoured by seven tatty looking ones but nof looking any
Detier aftenars.

Yosel explained Mat both dreams have the same interpretation. The seven fat cows and seven healihy ears of com
represent saven years of abundant crops. Whesess the seven lean cows and seven fty ears of com mark seven
years of famine which will be 50 severe It will wipe out the memorny of the years of plenty.

Sh'lshl - Third Alkyac Chapler 31, verses 39 - 52

+

Impressed Wit YOSEMs arcwer, PRaraoh Memoves NS signat ing and puts In on Yosers hand, promotng him o
sacondHn-command of the whale of Mitzraim (Egygt)

= Yosel mames Asat and are blessad with two children: Menashe and Ephraim.

VT - Fouwrth Allya: Chapter 31, verse 53 - Chapler 32, verse 18

4

Just a5 predicied. After seven years of pienty, Tamine struck hamd. Pecgie both from Mitzraim and It nelghbouring
countriss fincked o see Yosa? In ormer to buy grain.

Yaacow's family also strugging, 50 he sent away all of his 5ons, axcept for Binyamin, to Mitzraim b purchase food.
Upon anival the brothers are sent straight o the vicery. Yosef recognises them straight away but his brothers had
no clue who he 5.

Yosal refisas ihe broihers reasons of why they are In Mitzraim and accusss them of baing spies and locks them up

In prison for thres days.

Chamizhi - Firth Allya: Chapler 32, versa 19 - Chapter 33, verse 15
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Yosel keeps Shimon 35 a hostage and tals Nis brothers they must prove to him hat they were speaking he futh and
they must retum back o Mizraim with Binyamin. In oner o relsase him,

Yosal then sent the brothers home laden with sacksful of grain along with all thelr money which thay sed to
purchase It Once home the brothers recount to Yaacov what had ianspied, but Yascov refuses o let them take
Binyamin back In order to release Shimon from prison.

Yaacow Minally relents afber they once again, run out of food. Yehudah swears o keep his youngest brofer safe.

Shizhi - Sbcth Alya: Chapler X3, verses 16 29

+

+

The beoihers, once agaln, upon eniering Mizralm are sent straight to the Viceroy. This time Nowevar Shimon 15
refeased and the brothers were then all Invited Into the viceroy's palace 35 his quests.

Frightened, the brothers began recounting thelr stony of how they came across thelr own maney In thelr s3cks of food
and would llke fo repay | back. All the viceroy seemied {0 be Interested In however was ihe weifare of Yaacow.

Sh'vi - Seventh Allya: Chapter 33, verse 30 - Chapler 34, verse 17

4

Yosel orders his sieward to place his goiden gablet Into the s3ck of Bimyamin filed with food and sand them on thelr
way. Later the steward chases after the brothers, and amests Elmyamin for the theft of the gobict which was found In
hi5 poGEESEIon.

Retming once more o e viceroy, the brofens offer themseives up 25 slaves In exchange for Binyamin's reieass.
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Maftir — 4™ day CHANUKAH, Bamidbar Chapter T verses 24 - 29

= The Maftir deals with the dedication of the Altar, listing the different gifts that the head of the twabe
tribes bought to the Mishkan (abemacie).

Haftorah —sHABBAT CHANUKAH, ZECHARIAH Chapter 2 verse 14 to Chapter 4 verse T
OVERVIEW:

=  Shortly befiore the building of the Second Temple. Zechariah prophesises a vivid depiction of the joy that
will prevail when Hashem will return back to Jenesalem.
Zechanah describes a scene in the Heawenly Court; where Satan was seeking to incriminate the first
Kohen Gadol to seree in the Second Temple, because of his sins. Hashem himsel defends the High
Priest and in fum rebukes. Satan for his accusations.
Hashem then proceeds to cutline the rewards awaiting the Kohen Gadol if he and his descendants
follow in Hashem's ways. Namely resuming full senice in the Bais Hamikdash and the coming of the
Moshiach.

LINK TO SEDRA READING:

= This Hafforah is read on Shabbat Chanukah as it contains a vision of the golden Temple Menorah.

= The prophecy also includes the menosrah having a continuous supply of ofive oil, in order to keep i |it,
which is reminscent one of he prime miracles of Chanukah.
Both of Pharaoh's dreams in the sedra also has a nice nk with Chanukah. Just as the seven bad
kooking cows and ears of grain swallowed up the seven fat and strong cows and ears of gramn. In the
days of Matisyahu, the Chashmonaim although a weaker nation, were able to owvercome the much
stronger nation of Greece, because of Hashem's intervention.

WEEKLY DISCUSSION:

Every year, on Chanukah, | always ask myself the following Quesion: Are we celebrating the miracle of the od or
are we celebrating the miracie of the military victory? There are strong anguments. for both sides, of course. On
the one hand. a very small amount of oil was able to last much longer than it normally would have. On the other
hand, a small unirained group of Maccabess were able to fight off a langer, sironger and betier raned Greek
ammy.

After a lot of research, I've come to the conclusion that both of these are only partly the reason why we celebrate
Chanukah, | now believe the military victory and the ol, respectively. act as a prerequisite and a symbol of
something much more important also.

The festival of Chanukah is designed to remind us how 1o appreciate the freedom we have today, enabling us o
ve our lives with a sense of purpose and seamty. With so many bad things going on today throughout the whole
world, we begin to lose sight of what's really important and what Hashem wants from us as Jews. Life is not
always about defealing an enemy or waiting for that one small miraculous event to inspire us into action. s
alboust putting our complete trust and faith in Hashem. Praying to him, reciting Tehilim, connecting with famiy and
friends, contributing to society, and performing mitzvahs etc., which will help us to achieve our goals.

The miraculous war and the oil witnessed on Chanukah are the tangible events that we can foous and associate
with a retumn to normality. May this Chamukah be the first stepping stone of making this world a better and
peaceful place for one and all.

HAPPY CHANUKAH

oY Moy
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Compiled, Designed & Written by Jeremy Symons

Ealing Synagogue thanks Jeremy Symons of Southend and Westcliff Hebrew Congregation for allowing us to re-
produce his overview of the weel’s Sidra.



Donate a Toy...
to light up a child’s face
this Chanukah!

This Chanukah, when so many of our children end up with more
toys than they have space for, Project Chesed is again working
with the Toy Drop to collect items to send to Jewish and non-
Jewish children in the Ukraine, the Philippines and the UK.

We are asking you to donate items that you own
but no longer play with such as gently-used
teddies, dolls, games and easy reader
books.

This Chanukah’s collection will take
place between:
14th - 24th December 2014

There will be collection points available \
at your local United Synagogue.

A toy from you may well be their first
experience of a gift.

Thank you!
For more information, contact:

Project Chesed: chesed@theus.org.uk
Toy Drop: shelley_schachter@hotmail.com

Project Chesad — caring about athers — Is

nol'“ an Intagral part of the United Synagogue's

values, togsther with Jewlsh Living and

CHESED ] -2 ouram s to neip both our own

membears and the widar community In
which we Iive

ThalS

Registered Charty No. 242552

For more details visit www.theus.org.ukichesed
Contact us at chesed@theus.org.uk or 020 8343 5688
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Advocating Israel
How do we make Israel’s case?

Presented by Luke Akehurst
Director of "We Believe in Israel”
which was founded at the 2011 BICOM conference

THURSDAY 15 JANUARY 2015
Ealing Synagogue
7.30 pm

Do you know how to respond if:

. a friend makes an anti-Israel remark?

. an anti-Israel poster goes up at work?

- you hear something wrong about Israel, at a social event, at
work, perhaps in the media?

. Ssomeone suggests boycotting Israel?

There will be also be a Q&A session.

Ealing Synagogue, 15 Grange Road, Ealing W5 5QN
RSVP: stephen.hirst@btinternet.com
No charge. Refreshments will be provided.




