(1 Times of
tt Services 2016

Friday 22 July

Shabbat begins: 8.49 pm
Mincha/

Kabbalat Shabbat: 7.15 pm

Shabbat 23 July
Shacharit: 9.30 am
Haftorah: Rabbi Vogel
Shabbat ends: 10.01 pm

Sunday 24 July

Fast of Tammuz
Fast begins: 02.34am
Fast ends: 9.54pm
Shacharit: 8.40 am

Friday 29 July
Shabbat begins: 8.39 pm

Mincha/
Kabbalat Shabbat: 7.15 pm
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Synagoqee
Friday 22 July 2016/Shabbat 16 Tammuz 5776 5‘&
Sidra: Balal

Ealing Synagogue

Reading the
Ad LI Haftarah
AL
A4 URIf you would like
AL

to read Haftarah
to mark a special event or just
to make your personal
contribution to the service,
please contact Brian Robinson,
who will be delighted to help
with any preparation or

revision.

Sponsoring an Event

:ﬁ If you are celebrating

3 a Simcha or
€@S» commemorating  a
family Yahrzeit, or if

you are just feeling generous,
please consider sponsoring a

Shabbat morning Kiddush,
Seudah or Sunday morning
breakfast. Contact Joan

Michaels: 020 8579 4261.

AJR—Meets the Ist Tuesday
in every month at 2.00 pm.
Contact Leslie Sommer: 020

8993 7574.

Israeli Dancing!
Tuesday evenings,
8.00 pm at Ealing

: United Synagogue,

Grange Road. Sunday mornings,
10.30 am at Ealing Liberal
Synagogue, Lynton Avenue. All
welcome.  Nominal charge of

£1.00.

In the event of a bereavement, in
the first instance please contact
the Burial Office : 020 8950 7767.

Rabbi Hershi Vogel: 07970 829758
Brian Robinson: 020 8567 6558

Ealing Synagogue,
15 Grange Road, London W5 5QN
Reg. Charity No. 242552
Minister: Rabbi Hershi Vogel, BA
Tel: 020 8579 4894; Fax: 020 8567 2348; Email: office@ealingsynagogue.org.uk
Ealing Synagogue Newsletter: esnewsletter@btinternet.com

Ealing Synagogue Website: www.ealingsynagogue.org.ul
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Snapshnt Torah

GUIDE TO THE WEEKELY FARSHA ISSUE 41
23" July 2016 BALAK 17% Tammuz 5776

Kohen - First Aliya: Chapter 22, verses 2 - 12

= Balak, king of Moab, heard what Bnai Yisrag! did to the Amorites and fears that Moab will be their next
target. He assembles the ebders from nesghbouring Midian, who all agree to ask Balaam (Bilam) the
sorcerer | Prophet to go and curse the |sraelites so they can be defeated in battle.

= When a delegation of elders makes their proposition to Balaam, he tells them they must wait untd he
had spoken to Hashem, before he agrees or not.

= Hashem speaks to Balaam, ordering him not to curse his people because they are blessed.

Lewi - Second Aliya: Chapter 22, verses 13- 20

= Balaam sends the messengers back to Balak, with his decision of no. However Balak is persistent and
sends delegation after delegation untl Hashem finally consents but wams Balaam to only say what
Hashem tells him.

Shlishi - Third Aliya: Chapter 22, verses 21 - 35

= O the way back to Balak, an angel tries to stop Balaam, Balaam's donkey sees the angel and veers off
the path out of its way. Balaam hits the donkey, forcing him to retum back to the path but the angsl s
stll standing there so veers off the path once more, this time squashing Balaam's leg against a wall.

= Balaam strikes the donkey again and continues down the path. This time the angel has blocked the path
completely, so the Donkey halts all together and refuses to mowe.

« Balaam beats the donkey again. 5o the donkey starts talking, asking him why Balaam had hit him three
firmes, wihen all he was doing was protecting him from the angel.
Hashem reweals the angel to Balaam, who praises the donkey for saving Balaam's life. Balaam admits.
his guitt and offers to tum back. The Angel allows Balaam fo confinue, but reminds him io only recite the
words Hashemn will ask ham to say.

R'VTI - Fourth Aliya: Chapter 22, verse 35 - Chapter 23, verse 12

= .Balaam explains this to Balak but he refuses o listen. Together they set up seven altars, looking ower
the Bnai Yisrael's camp. Instead of curses Balaam blesses them by saying "How good are your tents,
Yaacow, your dwelling places, |srael.”

Chamishi - Fifth Aliya: Chapter 23, verses 13 — 26 and
Shishi - Sixth Aliya: Chapter 23, verse 27 - Chapter 24, verse 13

~ Balak and Balaam sefs up sewen altars m two other places, but each time Balaam tied o curse Bnai
Yisrael, he showered them with more blessings.

«= Balak is now frusirated, especially when Balaam admits he can only say the words, Hashem puts in his
maouth. So Balak sends him back home.

Sh'wTi - Seventh Aliya: Chapter 24, verse 14 - Chapter 23, verse 9

= Bnai Yisrael are dwelling in Shitim_ The daughters of Moab and Midyan begin to enfice the Jewish men,
convincing them bo bow down and worship their idol Baal-Peor.
A severe plaguee suddenly ravished the camp. so Moshe orders his pudges to kill anyone who practices
idolatry.
Omne man brazenly brings a Midianite woman into the presence of Moshe. Pinchas, (Aaron's grandson)
takes a spear and stabs them both trough the heart simultanecushy. Stopping the plague.
Al told twenty four thousand people had died because of it.
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Haftorah — mican, chapter 5 verse & to Chapter & verse 8

OVERVIEW:

+ The Navl (prophet) Micah prophesies about what will occur after the war of Gog and Magog, the war which precedes
the coeming of the Moshiach and the Final

+ Micah ihen goes on to rebuke the Jewish people for not obsening Hashem's commandments, calling upon winess
the "mountains and hills” {3 reference o our Patiachs and Mabtarchs) io tesify about all the great things Hashem
hadl done for tham. For example, taking Mem out of Egypt =ic.
In resporse, the Jewish pecgle claim that they do not know how o serve Hashem propery and ask Micah for
quidance. Micah answers them by s3ying that everything ey nead Is contained In the Torah, but basically they mist
abay HashenT's damands by performing Mizvahs and io love your f=liow man.

GEMATRIA LINKED TO THE SEDRA:

+ Balaam biessed Bral Yisrae that they wil dwell In solifude. 0 0w TT27 [er Hayn am 'vadad yishkon,
+ The numercal value of this phrase 420 is the Eame a5 T n'en B'ymay Moshiach [During fe days of the Moshiach.
Infaming to when we will b2 finally left alone, undisturoed by ouUr enemies.

WEEKLY DISCUSSION:

One of the main Images In Parsha Balak |5 that of Balaam's talking donlkey. Throughout the whale Tanach there has only baen
one other time when an animal has spoken. [t occwmed back In the Garden of Eden whese a sapent seduced Adam and Chava
i eat from the Tree of Knowiedge. The main similarities between these two Instances when an animal spoke, ane both relaied
o curses. The ouicome of the conversation betwean the snake and Chava was a fowr-foid curse on Adam, Chava, the sedpant,
and the earth. The comversation between Balaam and his donkey In owr Parsha aiso ooours In comtext of 3 cumse. However,
what | find Intriquing Is the similaity in the siructure of the diaiogue between animal and man In both cases. The Snake and
Donkey addresses the human first, then the human responds i which the animal responds back. Lef's delve a it further Inbo
what these two episndes represent and what we can giean from tham reganding our own challenges In e,

Regaming Balaam's donkay, e Torah notes that Hashem had to open e Mouth for words to come out; Siressing that this was
a miracie. Whereas. In refiarence o the primomdial snake In the Garden of Eden, It seems that no such mirace was required—
The serpent |ust simply spoke. This IMers that the onigin and effect of the SNake's WONs Is More commonpliace In our
experience than the ongin and efect of the donkey's words. Speech Is the defining human faculy which separates us from all
animals. S0 when an animal Is granted the power of speach It was In omer o persanify In 3 cancatre-ike IMage to Xpress a
particular notion which maiches the same characier trait to whom ey are talking to and the way they naturaily think and speak
themsstves.

There's no doudt that Mie snake represants a spechc archetypal assaull on our Innate Takh In Hashem and owr abiity o act
acconding to His will. Yet concapbually, ihe donkey llke the serpent represents a speciflic fype of assaull on our Innate fail foo.
The sirateqy usad by the snake was opportunism. The angument basicaly bolling down to, “If you eat from tis forbigden s,
you will become like Hashem. Except what the snake falls to mention, ks the fact there will be consequences that can never be
reconciied or Meed, I you do. Just 162 In (e I ondy | read the small print Aret befors commitiing mysstr

Tuming to the donkey's words we fing that they ware meant to Justity ts actions. The donkey's short speech |5 basically an
apalogy Although never stated explicily, the donkey Is Jusiifying Bseif by explaining that everything | did which at the time
angered you (Balaam), | did for your saka—in this c3se saving him from lgnoring one of Hashem's angels. Meaning 3 donkey's
genetic makeup |5 always io serve falthfully without questioning thelr master The Donkay was staling the obvious “Tve aways
bean loyal to you. Balaam In Me past, 50, why would you think 1T stop now.

Intarestingly thess two conversations are diametrically opposie bo one another. Opportunism representad by the snale, causes
a person to subconsciously accept the argument that “the end Justfles the means.” The snake seduces with the possibllty of
DeComing 3 god and ovesrcoming nature, saducing a person Into doing somsthing that they know Is wiong ks easy because thay
think they are being offered a oncz In a ifetime opporiunity which would be lost B you don't act now. In Chava's case, to be T2
Hashem). while the donkey debatet the meris of accepting the Tact hat nature cannot be controdied 35 It |5 constant Which |s
why we should be ablding and following In ihe footsteps of Hashem without question or trying i second guess him An
encounter with a spiftual guide s No k265 SUMDRSIng Man 3 speaking snake of donkey. But, ey are no dMerent than the snake
or fie donkey, In that thelr ultimate pupose s to test the sincerity and eamesiness. The lesson here Is that In omder to meet,
confront and % be able to overcome our personal challenges In I¥e, we must simply and eamestly devote ourselves to the
Torah's teachings and fo the parformance of mitzvof because [ust ke the donkay |n this week's sedra, that ks what our genetic
make-up s fo0. Senving Hashem unconditionally.
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Compiled, Designed & Written by Jeremy Symons

Ealing Synagogue thanks Jeremy Symons of Southend and Westcliff Hebrew Congregation for allowing us to re-
produce his overview of the week’s Sidra.



THE NEW EALING REVIEW
ROSH HASHANNAMH 2016/5777

If you would like to donate a page in this year's Rosh Hashannah magazine, advertise an
event or business, or simply insert New Year greetings and/or any other message, please
complete the form below and return it to Marianne Temple. Thank you for your

support.
Full Page £200.00 Half Page £100.00
Quarter Page £50.00 Box £25.00

Please tick the box of your choice

Text of Message

To be returned by 2 September 2016

Please return to Marianne Temple, C/O Ealing Synagogue, 15 Grange Road, London W5 5QN.

I wish to advertise in the Rosh Hashannah 2016/5777 magazine and enclose my payment of
£ (cheques to be made payable to “UNITED

SYNAGOGUE”).

Date:

Signed: Print Name:




