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Editorial 

M 
ost people love to travel, something that we have been doing since 

Moses led the Jewish people through the desert all those years ago.  Of 

course, conditions and accommodation are not what they were back 

then.  This year our contributors have been to Florida, Uzbekistan, Cambodia, 

Uganda and Israel and relate their very different experiences.  

 

Back in Ealing, we continue to maintain the status quo, providing entertainment, 

pastoral care and social occasions for everyone.  Stephen Hirst elaborates on 

these events in his article on page 6.   

 

Thank you to everyone who has supported and contributed to this edition of the 

“New Ealing Review” and we hope to hear from more of you next time. 

 

 

Chag Pesach Sameach. 

“The New Ealing Review” Committee 

Marianne Izen, Ben Kosky, Isabel Kosky,  

Ella Marks, Helen Mars, Marianne Temple 

Ealing Synagogue  

Annual General Meeting  

Sunday 12 May 2013  

The meeting will be held in the Synagogue hall  

and start at 11.30 a.m.   

In the event of an election,  

voting will be at 11.00 a.m. 
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The Fast of the First Born: 

The Whats and Whys of Fasting 
By Rabbi Hershi Vogel 

I 
t is an ancient and widespread custom for 

the firstborn to fast on the day before 

Passover. This commemorates the miracle 

which spared the firstborn Jewish sons from 

the plague which struck down the firstborn 

sons of the Egyptians.  This fast should be held 

on the anniversary of the day on which the 

miracle occurred: on the night of the fifteenth 

of Nissan. However, since the fifteenth is 

already Passover and we do not fast on 

Festival days, the fast is pushed back to the 

fourteenth. 

 

Another reason why we fast specifically on the 

fourteenth is that the firstborn of the Jews 

were saved in Egypt because they humbled 

themselves before God, admitting and 

declaring that all greatness, power and 

sovereignty are His alone.  

This stood in contradistinction 

to what God said to the 

Egyptians, who were filled with 

foolish pride and egotism. He 

declared: "I am, and besides 

me there is none other."  

Thus, the fast on the 

f o u r t e en t h  o f  N i s s a n 

commemorates the fact that 

the firstborn of Israel humbled 

themselves on that day and accepted the yoke 

of God's sovereignty. Abstention from food and 

drink is a sign of a heart subdued before God. 

 

There are different customs that are associated 

with this fast. Some maintain that every 

firstborn, male and female, whether the 

firstborn is that of the mother or of the father, 

must fast.  If there are no children, then the 

oldest member of the household must fast. 

This is based on the fact that no Egyptian 

household was spared from the plague, 

whether there was a firstborn son or not. We 

commemorate, therefore, that all of the Jewish 

households were miraculously spared.  Others 

maintain that the obligation to fast applies only 

to firstborn males. 

 

If the fourteenth of Nissan falls on a Shabbat, 

the fast is observed on the previous Thursday 

(the twelfth of Nissan); if a fast is suspended 

because of Shabbat, it is not held on a Friday. 

However, if the fourteenth of Nissan falls on a 

Friday, the fast is held on that day. There are 

some who are lenient and maintain that in this 

case one does not fast.  Others hold that the 

firstborn sons should not fast for the entire day 

in order not to enter the Festival suffering and  

should eat a small amount before the Festival 

begins. 

 

This fast is treated leniently. If there is a 

festive meal held connected with a mitzvah, for 

example, the celebration of a circumcision or 

of a Siyyum (the completion of a tractate of 

the Talmud), the firstborn son participates in 

the meal rather than fasting.  It is  customary 

to arrange for a Siyyum to take place in the 

synagogue after morning prayers on the 

fourteenth of Nissan. The firstborn sons who 

are present participate in this festive meal and 

having broken their fast, may continue to eat 

for the rest of the day. 

 

We are permitted to eat 

chametz during the first four 

hours of the day before 

Passover.  For the remainder 

of the day, we may eat 

matzah “ashirah”, which is 

matzah made from flour mixed 

with fruit juice or eggs.  This 

cannot be used to fulfil the 

obligation of eating matzah at the Seder.  

From the beginning of the tenth hour, we may 

not even eat this type of matzah so that we 

will have a desire for the matzah that will be 

eaten at the Seder. One may eat fruit, 

vegetables, fish, or meat, provided that one 

does not eat an amount so large that it will 

prevent him from having an appetite for the 

matzah to be eaten at the Seder.  A person 

who is so delicate that if he eats during the 

day he will have no appetite for food in the 

evening, should refrain from eating during the 

day.  The type of matzah used for the 

fulfilment of the mitzvot at the Seder may not 

be eaten all day. However, one is permitted to 

feed this type of matzah to a child who is too 

young to understand the significance of the 

miracle of Passover. 

 

Zelda and I take this opportunity of wishing 

you and your families a happy and kosher 

Pesach. 
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From the Chair 
By Stephen Hirst 

C 
onsidering all the challenges a small 

community such as ours has to 
face, I think we can look back on 

the time since I last wrote at Rosh 
Hashana, with some satisfaction. As in 
previous years this is mainly because of 

the work put in by the Synagogue 
Executive, Board of Management and 

members in general.  
 
“Great Events” continue to be held in the 

new Synagogue.  One of our successes 
was Mitzvah Day held last November 

which the Mayor of Ealing, Mohammad 
Aslam and his wife attended, staying for a 
prolonged period talking to guests.  They 

also attended the Civic Service in February 
at which we had over thirty guests from 

the local church, police department, etc.   
 

In January, Ealing Synagogue held its 
annual Melava Malka at which a packed 
hall was brilliantly entertained by the 

superb singing of Chazan Jonny Turgel and 
the Shabbaton Choir.  We also heard an 

inspiring talk by Rabbi Shimshon Silkin of 
Borehamwood Synagogue.  The feedback 
received was that everyone had a great 

evening.   
 

Our synagogue hall has proved to be very 
adaptable for any sort of function, big or 
small.  It has already been hired out for 

private occasions and we hope to further 
develop the kitchen, which is already 

showing itself an asset.  
 
Our various committees continue to be 

active and although perhaps it is invidious 
to pick out one, I will mention the Welfare 

Committee.  This has been particularly 
effective in reaching out to people in the 
community, members and non-members, 

who are in difficulty, perhaps lonely, 
bereaved or ill.  They particularly enjoy 

the Ealing Cares lunches where they have 
an opportunity to meet and chat with 

others. 

Our long-serving caretaker Ken Bartlett’s 
retirement was marked with a Kiddush 

and gift to which members were very 
generous in their contributions.  We 
welcome Janusz Tietz as our new 

caretaker and are impressed by the 
enthusiasm and commitment he has 

already shown. 
 
As I have written before synagogue 

services are at our core. It is with the hard 
work of our wardens by which we maintain 

our minyanim.  We owe thanks to the 
stalwarts of the Sunday Shacharit rota 
who keep things going.  The Sunday 

morning Shacharit service now starts a 
little later at 8.40 a.m. to encourage more 

people to attend. 
 

Looking to the future, we hope to keep 
Synagogue fees in check in the coming 
year, this being in recognition of the 

increasing burden on our generally older 
membership.  Our original shul has now 

been leased to a Montessori School and we 
hope to have a mutually beneficial 
relationship with them for many years to 

come.  
 

Our aim is to keep Ealing Synagogue as 
the focus of Jewish life in our part of West 
London.  To this end we are looking into 

ways we might reach out to those younger 
Jews we believe are in Ealing but do not 

see themselves as natural synagogue 
members. 
 

A busy year in Synagogue life continues.  
 

With best wishes and Chag Sameach. 
 
 

 
Stephen Hirst 
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A SECOND HAGGADAH MYSTERY  

AND ITS HISTORY 
D’var Torah by Dr Menashe Tahan 

T 
he Haggadah covers thousands of years 

of history.  It is bound, therefore, to 

contain a number of mysteries.  Solving 

these can deepen our insight into the 

Haggadah, into our history and into our 

faith.  As a result, Seder nights can become a 

more profound and joyful experience.  I 

thought that it might be interesting to 

investigate a covenant quoted in the 

Haggadah, named “The Covenant Between the 

Portions” or “Between the Pieces”. 

 

According to the book of Genesis (Chapter 15), 

this covenant was sealed between God and 

Abraham.  In the Covenant, God revealed to 

our Patriarch all that would happen to his 

descendants.  In fact, he relayed to him the 

story of the Exodus long before it took place: 

“And the Lord said to Abraham, “know for sure 

that your children will be strangers in a land 

that is not theirs, and they shall enslave them 

there, and they shall afflict them for four 

hundred years.  But then I will judge the 

enslavers and after that they will leave with 

great wealth.” (Gen 15:13-14). 

 

This story is recounted in the Haggadah for the 

noble purpose of teaching children one of the 

major principles of our faith:  that of God’s 

absolute hegemony over history.  God himself 

designs and plans history in advance for his 

own purposes.  History is, therefore, the arena 

in which the will of God operates.  It is not 

merely a collection of haphazard incidents, but 

has aims and meanings as it unveils the grand 

design of the Lord. 

 

This is indeed a sublime principle.  Yet the 

question is whether relating this theological 

lesson alone was the main reason for 

mentioning the Covenant in the Haggadah, or 

did its inclusion, perhaps, serve an additional 

purpose?   Does this principle truly require a 

treaty to be built around it?  And what are the 

“portions” or “pieces” associated with the 

Covenant?  What function do they fulfil?  

 

Indeed, on reading Genesis Chapter 15, the 

C ov en an t ’ s  s i g n i f i c an c e  b e c om es 

apparent.  This lies in its promise of 

nationhood.  This pledge was astonishing as 

Abraham and Sarah were very old and 

childless and Sarah was barren.  Yet God 

assured Abraham of that saying: “Look now 

towards heaven and count the stars if you are 

able to”, “So shall your descendants be” (Gen 

15:5).  This was an unimaginable assurance.  But 

Abraham believed it, as it is said:  “He believed in 

the Lord and the Lord counted it to him for 

righteousness.” (Gen 15:6). 

 

In addition to this, the Covenant includes 

another momentous pledge, the promise of a 

national territory, a homeland, as the 

Covenant states: “I am the Lord that brought 

you out of Ur of the Chaldees to give you this 

land (i.e. Canaan) to inherit it.” (Gen 15:7). 

 

Once more this was an astounding promise, as 

the Patriarch was a wanderer and tent-dweller, 

ever on the move.  He had no roots in Canaan 

nor elsewhere and was much dependent upon 

the goodwill of local inhabitants.  The pledge of 

a national territory, therefore, was a 

remarkable revelation for him.  He was 

absolutely stunned, immediately asking: “O 

Lord God, by what shall I know that I shall 

inherit it?” (Gen 15:8).  Unbelievably, he 

seems to be requesting that the Lord provide 

proof.  Is it possible that Abraham did not 

believe God or trust in his promise?  This is not 

feasible.  The history of Abraham is actually a 

story of faith and trust in the Lord never to be 

matched by another person in human 

history.  If we consider, for example, the 

pledge of plentiful descendants, we find that 

Abraham was promised this on several 

occasions and always believed it without 

hesitation.  The first was in Haran when he was 

(Continued on page 11) 
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75 years old, and this was repeatedly vowed 

by the Lord until Abraham was 100.  It was 

then that the miracle happened  - Sarah bore 

Abraham a son and heir, Isaac.  But Isaac was 

barely a young boy when Abraham received 

the divine command to take “Your son, your 

only son that you love” (Gen 22:2) and 

sacrifice him in the land of Moriah.  What a 

disaster!  What a tragedy!  Yet, typically, 

Abraham obeyed God’s call instantly without 

question.  Luckily, though, he was stopped 

just in time by an angel.  This episode marked 

the climax of Abraham’s life, 

and proved that he was a man 

of utmost loyalty to the 

Creator, a man with ultimate 

faith and trust.  Given this, 

what could have happened to 

make Abraham so uncertain 

that he should ask God for 

evidence to support his 

promise of a homeland?  What 

might have been the 

r e a s o n ?   I t  w a s 

u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f 

Abraham.  A mystery for 

sure.  But this mystery is 

closely followed by another, as 

God’s response to Abraham’s request is more 

enigmatic still.  Why?  

 

Because God asked Abraham to take some 

young animals: a heifer, a she-goat, a ram 

and some birds, and to sever the animals in 

two, placing the halves one against the 

other.  A vulture came down upon the 

carcasses, but Abraham drove it away.  Later, 

when it became very dark, “there appeared a 

smoking furnace and a flaming torch that 

passed between the severed pieces.   On that 

day the Lord made a covenant with Abraham 

saying: “To your descendants I have given 

this land, from the river of Egypt to the great 

river Euphrates.” (Gen 15:17-18).  The 

promise itself is entirely unambiguous, but 

what is the significance of the furnace, the 

torch and the severed pieces?  This question 

remained unanswered until archaeological 

research solved the puzzle.  Investigators 

discovered that there had existed an ancient 

practice of treaty-sealing by means of the 

severing of animals.  This was a dominant 

legal requirement in antiquity.  Archaeologists 

have found several examples of this ritual 

among the people of the Near-east, such as 

the Sumerians, the Acadians, the Hittites and 

even the ancient Greeks.  They all believed 

that when the contracting parties walked 

between the severed pieces of the slaughtered 

animals they thereby accepted the covenant 

obligations and invoked upon themselves the 

fate of the animals if the terms of the pact 

were violated.  An example of this is the 

14th century BCE stele from 

the Sumerian town of 

Laggash.  This stele is in fact a 

peace treaty sealed between 

Laggash and the town of 

Omah declaring that the 

parties had sworn an oath to 

adhere forever to the terms of 

the pact.  Significantly, the 

stele contains images of 

vultures swooping on to a 

heap of human carcasses and 

making off with severed arms 

and heads.  It seems, 

therefore, that this served as 

a type of curse.  It is as if the 

treaty warns that he who violates the terms of 

the agreement, may find that his body 

becomes prey to the birds of heaven and the 

beasts of the field.  There is clear indication 

from this, that the covenant between God and 

Abraham, therefore,  followed a legal form of 

treaty-making, well established in 

antiquity. Only those who passed between the 

severed pieces would be bound by an 

agreement.  Abraham, however, did not 

participate in this activity.  Only the furnace 

and the torch, which represent God, passed 

between the portions, implying that God alone 

bound himself by solemn oath to give the land 

to Abraham, while Abraham remained a 

passive beneficiary.   The Covenant specifies 

neither Abraham’s age nor the location where 

it was sealed.  This omission is most likely 

deliberate and signifies that the Covenant is 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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T 
here can’t be 

many members 
of Ealing Shul 

who can say they 
have sat on the 
resplendent benches 

of the House of 
Lords, and have had 

the opportunity to 
deliver a 90 second 
(yes, 90 seconds) 

speech to a packed 
House.  Although, as 

you will be reading this after another New 

Year’s Honours list, who knows? 

And the posterity angle? I hear you ask.  

It will all be recorded in Hansard which, as 
a record of what is spoken within either of 

the two chambers of Parliament, will be 

kept for eternity. 

This all came about as I was a 
representative of the U3A.  Together with 
teams of 6th formers from state schools, 

we were given the opportunity to discuss 
the question: “Who should take most 

responsibility for the vulnerable in 
Society: the State, the family or the 
voluntary sector?”  This was part of a 

programme that has been running for the 
last six years, when the Lords give up 

their chamber to youth groups to take 
part in what is called, “The Big Debate”.  
This was the first time it was deliberately 

inter-generational and U3A were asked to 

represent the golden oldies. 

I was assigned to a comprehensive school 
in Westminster and over several weeks 
met the group of boys and one girl who 

had opted to take part.  Our meetings 
were masterminded by mentors from the 

English Speaking Union, who were 
training the students in public speaking 
and helping them learn how to present 

their arguments and themselves within 
the strict confines of debate setting.  

These were very highly motivated young 

people, all studying a clutch of AS and A 
levels, all hoping to go on to university, 

but almost without exception, ill at ease 
initially at standing up in front of a group 
and presenting themselves and their 

thoughts coherently.  In fact, it was 
delightful to see how in the end, those 

chosen to make the formal speeches 
developed over the weeks, finally 
standing up in the packed House of Lords 

and putting their points with clarity and 

assurance.   

I and another member of U3A were part 
of this team and we too had our 
opportunity to speak to the question with 

our team, taking the side that the State 
should take the greater responsibility for 

the vulnerable. 

It was an amazing experience.  I 

particularly enjoyed getting to know a 
group of young people I would not 
normally have had the opportunity to 

know.  It was refreshing to see that there 
are still youngsters who have what I think 

of as good manners and are prepared to 
listen to someone of another generation.  
The day we spent in Westminster, having 

briefing meetings and conducted tours, 
culminating in the actual event in the 

chamber, was certainly a day to 
remember.  I can boast of having sat 
somewhere where few, if any, of you have 

ever sat. 

 

90 SECONDS OF POSTERITY 
By Ella Marks 
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eternally valid and free of all dependence on 

time and place. 

 

But why should Abraham be given the land of 

Canaan?  The answer is because, as we have 

seen before, he was a righteous man, faithful 

to the will of God.  God himself describes 

Abraham in the most favourable terms: “He 

obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my 

commandments, my statutes and my 

laws.” (Gen 26:5). Therefore, God grants him a 

reward, a gift which is offered unconditionally 

and for eternity.  It is astounding how closely 

Abraham’s Covenant resembles the treaties, 

grants and customs of the ancient near-Eastern 

nations.  It is as though it were modelled on 

one of their royal grants.  These grants were 

gifts bestowed upon individuals who had 

distinguished themselves in loyal service to 

their kings.  In the same way, Abraham was 

granted the land of Canaan because he was 

such an obedient servant, who “obeyed God 

and followed His mandate.” (Gen 26:5; 22: 16-

18).  

 

But it is not only in the practice of the custom 

itself, but also in the terminology employed, 

that the Covenant resembles the ancient royal 

grants.  For example, archaeologists found a 

royal grant given by the Assyrian king 

Ashurbanipal (669 – 633 BCE) to his loyal 

servant Balta.  This document reads: “ Balta…. 

whose heart is whole to his master, stood 

before me with truthfulness, walked in 

perfection in my palace… and kept the charge 

in my kingship…I considered his good relations 

with me and established, therefore, his 

gift”.  This is a reflection of the wording in the 

Covenant, in which God describes Abraham 

using identical phrases, i.e. “he kept my 

charge” (Gen 26:5), while the Torah states that 

Abraham: “walked before God” (Gen 24:40; 

48:15), exactly like Ashurbanipal when 

describing Balta.  Similarities with the 

Covenant have also been found among the 

Hittite’s grants.  Issued to loyal servants, these 

were, likewise, unconditional.  In one, the 

Hittite king declares to his vassal: “after you, 

your son and grandson will possess the 

land.  Nobody will take it away from them; if 

one of your descendants sins, the king will 

prosecute him… but nobody will take away 

either his home or his land in order to give it to 

a descendant of somebody else.”  As in the 

covenant, the land will eternally belong to his 

lineage.    

 

A pertinent question is however, whether the 

Covenant was actually required?  Is it 

imaginable that Abraham had limited trust in 

God and was, therefore, compelled to request a 

formal commitment from him?   The answer is: 

absolutely not.  If Abraham believed in the 

promise of nationhood, then why would he not 

trust in the pledge of a national territory to 

house that nation?  This and the fact that both 

the grant of Canaan to Abraham and sealing 

the Covenant with him were formulated and 

performed according to the customs of the 

ancient world, imply that the covenant was not 

sealed in order to quell any suspicions or 

uncertainties held by Abraham.  Its aim must 

have been different.  Sealing was, probably, 

directed, not at Abraham, but performed as a 

signal to all the nations and the rulers of the 

ancient world, warning them blatantly, telling 

them:  “Listen carefully.  I am the Lord God, 

the creator of the universe, the king of kings.  I 

have decided, in accordance with the custom 

of  your kings, that you well know and practise, 

to bestow a gift to my most loyal servant, 

Abraham, the man who ‘walked before me, 

kept my charge, obeyed my voice, my 

commandments, my statutes and my 

laws’.  The gift will be the land of Canaan, to be 

a national home for him and his descendants, 

unconditionally, for all time.  I have 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 15) 

A SECOND HAGGADAH MYSTERY  
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F 
or over a year I had been planning to 

take a group of my fellow teachers to 

Uganda, to see how I have been 

helping Kabalega Primary School in Masindi. 

The group ticket was booked and visas were 

being issued when we received excited phone 

calls and emails from Masindi to say that 

Bishop Stanley had been elected the new 

Archbishop of Uganda. Now some of you may 

have heard Baz declare that our trip in the 

Spring was his last ever. But when he heard 

the news of our friend’s elevation he swore 

that I had told Stanley that we would attend 

the enthronement if he were blessed enough 

to be chosen.   And I swore that Baz had said 

we would fly out  if such a thing came to 

pass.  So plans were rearranged and we 

accepted the invitation, when we heard the 

wonderful news that another dear friend, 

Canon George Kasangaki, had been elected to 

take Stanley’s place as Bishop of Masindi-

Kitara.  Stanley and George have both stayed 

with us over the years and Stanley has visited 

the Shul in Ealing. 

 

I had to reorganise my schedule and instead 

of returning home at the beginning of 

November, I waved goodbye to my 

colleagues and stayed in Uganda for five 

more weeks, until Baz joined me in time for 

George’s Consecration as Bishop.  

 

I met Baz at 

Entebbe Airport 

and had to 

confess that we 

w o u l d  b e 

returning in four 

days’ time.  He 

had spent 24 hours traveling by Ethiopian 

Airlines and was facing a three hour drive to 

Masindi, but he took it gamely and after a 

good sleep on that Friday evening we took 

the bishop’s robes that he had brought all the 

way from England to Bishop-elect George’s 

house. Ah! The Robes! I had heard from 

mutual friends that George was desirous of 

obtaining UK-made robes and had hoped to 

meet Bishop Paul of Kensington at our Area 

Conference and ask him if he knew of any 

redundant regalia, the price of new, custom-

made ones making those out of the question. 

I went to the conference only to find that 

Bishop Paul’s mother had died and he could 

not attend.  So it was suggested that I put an 

advert in The Church Times, which I did and 

got three replies, the first being the most 

suitable, although we could not arrange in 

time for me to take them out in October.  So 

Baz had to struggle to Heathrow with two 

cases of regalia plus his own suitcase.  

 

In the event, 

George could not 

rely on us 

getting the robes 

to him in time 

f o r  h i s 

Consec ra t i on .   

In any case they 

were slightly too long, so he had had some 

made in Kampala and very splendid he 

looked.  The Consecration of Bishop George 

was an amazing spectacle. Kabalega Primary 

School’s playing field had been transformed 

into an oasis of pink and purple marquees, 

the cathedral being too small for all the 

invited guests.  The nearby roads had been 

graded and smoothed in case the President of 

Uganda came.  In the event he didn’t but that 

did not stop us from having a marvellous 

time.  We sat for over 4 hours on white 

plastic garden chairs but the spectacle of 

bishops processing to the central marquee, 

the MPs and their ladies in national dress, two 

(Continued on page 15) 

A WEDDING AND A CONSECRATION  
Penny Mann continues the story of her time in Uganda 
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choirs and the 

presence of the 

o u t g o i n g 

Archbishop all 

k e p t  o u r 

attention firmly 

p l a c e d  o n 

Stanley, the 

outgoing Bishop of Masindi and George, the 

newly elected one glittering in his golden 

robes.  I must admit that I did not stay fixed 

to my seat all the time but kept bobbing up 

and down to get closer to the action with my 

camera, thus incurring the dark looks from 

the Deputy President’s security men.  Finally 

the speeches were over and we VIPs walked 

down the road, past the bungalow where Baz 

and I spent several months in 2010 and 

again in 2012, to the garden of the Bishop’s 

house, where a buffet awaited us.   

It was very hot and we scrambled for seats 

in the shade of the marquees. During the 

ceremony we felt for a whole cohort of 

priests who had had to spend the entire four 

hours sitting directly in the sun. Hankies, 

umbrellas and so on were all employed to 

give them some semblance of shade. To my 

knowledge not one of them fainted. 

(Continued from page 14) 

consolidated my promise by sealing a 

Covenant with him according to the Sumerian 

international law, with which you too are 

familiar. Do not ever dare to refute, dispute or 

challenge him or his descendants as to the 

ownership of this territory.  It belongs to them 

eternally.  Thus decreed the Lord.” 

 

The Covenant between the portions is the 

most phenomenal contract ever sealed in the 

history of mankind for the benefit of a 

nation.  It is the tool by which the Torah 

protected the people of Israel and secured 

them a national home. The pieces of the 

Covenant were but the stamp which sealed the 

transfer of the land of Canaan to the hands of 

Abraham and the people of Israel for good.   It 

is the device by which the Holy Land became 

ours, long before we became a nation.  It is 

because of the Covenant that we, later, owned 

the land during the time of the Judges and 

during the first and the second temples.  It is 

owing to it that the land belonged to us even 

when we were scattered around the globe for 

two thousand years. Then it was just under 

lease.  It was also the banner around which 

we rallied in our struggle to establish our 

homeland in the modern state of Israel.  

 

It seems true that history repeats itself.  In 

ancient times there were so many nations in 

Canaan, namely: the Qeni, the Qenizzi, the 

Hitti, the Perizzi, the Emori, the Girgashi, the 

Yevusi, etc.  They all wanted to drive the 

Israelites out of the Land.  They 

failed.  Nothing has changed since.  Similarly 

we now have the Azati, the Levanoni, the Suri, 

the Parsi, etc.  They also want to expel the 

Jewish people from the Land.  They are certain 

to fail.  Little do they know that the Covenant, 

like the people of the Covenant, is for ever.  It 

is eternal. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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“CALENDAR GIRLS” 
Ben Kosky talks to Director Rachel Knightley 

I 
t may have won a British Comedy Award 
and earned numerous other high-profile 

nominations, but ‘Calendar Girls’ is by no 
means Rachel Knightley’s favourite film. 

 
However, she reserves far fonder feelings for 

the stage play of the 
same name since 

d i r e c t i n g  a 
s u c c e s s f u l 

p r o d u c t i o n  a t 
Ealing’s Questors 

T h e a t r e  l a s t 
November. 

 
For those who have seen neither the film nor 

the play during its run at Questors, the story 
depicts a group of middle-aged ladies who 

raise funds for leukaemia research in memory 
of a friend’s husband by posing for a nude 

calendar. 
 

Rachel, who has been keenly involved with 
Questors since the age of 12, was given the 

play as her first show in the main theatre 
after her ‘director’s showcase’ in the Studio. 

 
“I’d seen the film, thought very little of it and 

frankly still don’t,” Rachel admits. “But the 
play’s very different. I was determined to 

show what it had in it and what I had in me.  
It was nice to have a play handed to me that I 

wouldn’t have chosen myself, because I 
learned something.” 

 
“That’s the message of the play, taking what 

life hands you and trying to find something 
good in it.  

 
“[Writer] Tim Firth cleverly gets across a great 

deal of characterisation in very short 
sentences and directing is about exploring 

what’s actually packed into these sentences 
and the relationships between these women.” 

 
“My challenge as a director was to understand 

and communicate the back story of each of 
the characters, why this is important to them 

– and that’s just as important for the 
characters who come across as baddies.” 

 
In many ways, the play was an appropriate 

one for Rachel – while she has always been 

keenly interested in acting, it was a desire to 
help cancer charities that first prompted the 

shift to directing.  After losing her friend 
Sophie Porter to cancer in 2007, Rachel 

decided to put on a production of ‘Night 
Watch’, by Terry Pratchett, in her memory, 

with proceeds going to Macmillan Cancer 
Research. 

 
Soon afterwards, Rachel assisted on a 

production of ‘Far From the Madding Crowd’ 
and then directed a rehearsed reading of JM 

Barrie’s ‘Twelve Pound-Look’ before applying 
for her director’s showcase. 

 
That involved directing a one-act play from 

the ‘Suburban Motel’ cycle by George F 
Walker, and Rachel explains: “It was very 

flattering because there are many applications 
for the showcase and only two are chosen 

each year. 
 

“But it was 
tricky because I 

had to find a 
woman at least 

in her forties 
w h o  w a s 

prepared to 
wear not very 

much at all. 
That was very 

difficult, but I 
f o u n d 

somebody and 
s h e  w a s 

marvellous.” 
 

“A year later, when I finally got my show at 
Questors, they decided they wanted me to 

find six people in that age group who were 
prepared to be naked!” 

 
“I don’t think that Calendar Girls was chosen 

because of my history with “Night Watch” and 
Macmillan, but the subject matter resonates 

and that can’t be avoided.” 
 

For the last three years, Rachel has also 
organised a ‘sponsored write’ in aid of 

Macmillan, featuring published writers such as 
National Theatre playwright James Graham 

(Continued on page 17) 

Rachel, on the right, during one of 

her fundraising events for Macmillan 
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and novelist and blogger Lucy Ann Holmes, a 
former Questors member. 

 
Around the same time that ‘Night Watch’ 

ended its run at Questors, Rachel took up a 
position as a speech and drama teacher at 

Heathfield School, Pinner. 
 

From her home in Ealing Rachel teaches 
students of all ages, following the London 

Academy of Music and Dramatic Art syllabus 
and covering subjects such as Acting, 

Devising Drama, Public Speaking, Verse and 
Prose. 

 
In Rachel’s view, that role helped make 

directing a natural progression for her.  “The 
two are entirely linked for me,” she says. 

“Role play, text analysis and communication 
increase your confidence, your verbal ability 

and your potential in every possible way.” 
 

“You’re guiding and consolidating people but 
you’re never doing it for them.  It’s got to be 

their own journey rather than asking you for 
every movement, every stance. 

 
And Rachel believes there is another 

significant contributing factor in her 
background – she was a member of the 

Ealing branch of BBYO in her teens and is 
now a senior teacher at Ealing Liberal 

Synagogue. 

 
“I think that is important to who I am and 

this tradition of communicating and educating 
yourself through discussion and argument 

with other people, that’s very much what a 
director does,” she adds. 

 
“As a teenager growing up in Ealing I had two 

things going on – one was Ealing BBYO and 
the other was Questors Youth Theatre. BBYO 

was just as tribal as Questors.” 
 

“Unlike school, where your friends tend to be 
around your age group and are expected to 

be around your age group, at Questors I’ve 
found that my friends range from late teens 

to 90. 
 

“You grow up thinking people are people, it 
isn’t age-segregated and that’s a lovely thing. 

There is a massive sense of belonging and it 
is similar to what a religious community can 

do – you’re tied together for a reason.” 
 

For more information about Rachel's work, go 
to:  

www.rachelknightley.com  
www.point303.org.uk  

(Continued from page 16) 

COME ISRAELI DANCING 

 

The class welcomes beginners and intermediates. We meet every 

Tuesday evening at 8.00 p.m. and Sunday mornings at 10.30  a.m. 

at Ealing Liberal Synagogue, Lynton Avenue, Ealing W13 0EB. 

 

For more information, please phone Marianne Izen on 8998 7188 or 

Estelle Jacobs on 8998 7932. 

 

 

Yom Ha’atzmaut 

Israel’s 65th Independence Day 

Tuesday 16 April 2013 

 

A special evening of celebration with lots of dancing. 

Light refreshments will be provided. 
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T 
he last few days of our Far East tour 

took us to Cambodia. Cambodia is 

still suffering from the after-effects 

of the murderous and insane rule of Pol Pot 

and the Khmer Rouge in the late 1970s, the 

Vietnam War and the subsequent internal 

power struggles. It is relatively under-

developed compared with its neighbours of 

Vietnam and Thailand, but is all the more 

attractive as a result. Much of the country 

consists of third-world subsistence farming 

and fishing. Tourism is virtually the only 

other industry and is gradually being 

developed. Tourism is centred on the 

modern town of Seim Reap and the major 

attraction of Angkor 

Wat. This vast 

temple complex 

has been a World 

Heritage Site since 

1992 but there are 

dozens of other 

temples and the 

ruins of ancient 

cities in the area. Most of them were built 

between the 9th and the 13th centuries at 

the time of the Khmer kingdom (9th century 

to the end of the 16th century). The style of 

the early temples was heavily influenced by 

India and Hinduism but in many cases they 

were later overlaid or extended with 

Buddhist iconography. Nowadays, the 

population of Cambodia is 95% Thearavada 

Buddhist. 

Seim Reap is a tourist bubble and is very 

different from the surrounding countryside. 

There are dozens of hotels ranging from 

hostels to five star resorts, restaurants, 

bars, massage parlours, shops and markets 

all geared to the tourist trade.  Everything 

is priced in US dollars and there is no need 

to have any of the local currency – 4,100 

Riel is equivalent to about one US dollar. 

 

Our tour started at Angkor Thom (“Great 

City”), one of the largest Khmer cities and 

the capital from the late 12th century until 

the 17th century. There is an impressive 

approach on a causeway across a wide 

moat. The causeway is lined with two rows 

of statues each carrying the body of a giant 

serpent as if in a tug of war. Inside the city 

is the Bayon Temple, a large and complex 

structure having passed through different 

religious phases from Pantheon of the Gods, 

Hinduism to Buddhism. Visitors are free to 

clamber all over it, a situation which surely 

won’t last as tourist numbers increase. We 

were constrained more by the weather 

which was hot, humid and without a breath 

of wind. 

Next on the itinerary was Angkor Wat (“City 

[that became a] Pagoda”), the grandest and 

most sublime of all Khmer temples. It was 

built in the 12th century both as a capital 

and the State 

Temple dedicated 

to Vishnu. The site 

is huge, over 200 

acres, and is 

surrounded by a 

moat 200 yards 

wide. The outer 

gallery features 

the world’s longest continuous bas-relief 

which narrates stories from Hindu 

mythology. The climb to the upper galleries 

is long and very steep and is now only 

allowed via a steel staircase. There was an 

hour long queue for this which gave us a 

good excuse to chicken out of the climb. 

The highlight of the next day was the Ta 

Prohm Temple, or Jungle Temple. For me 

this is a most fantastic site. Years ago, this 

temple was chosen to be left in its “natural” 

state as an example of how most of Angkor 

looked on its discovery in the 19th century. 

(Continued on page 19) 

TOUR OF CAMBODIA 
By Robin Preston 

Statues on the Causeway to Angkor Thom. 

The Bayon Temple 
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The partly collapsed temple is interlaced with silk 

cotton trees and strangler figs. The jungle seems 

to be devouring the temple giving it a surreal and 

mysterious atmosphere.  This explains why it was 

used as a location in the film “Tomb Raider”.  The 

central galleries are in the process of being 

rebuilt, a mistake in my opinion. The temple 

certainly needs maintenance to prevent further 

decay and collapse but restoration will spoil its 

unique appeal. 

As a change from temple-hopping we took a boat 

trip on Tonle Sap Lake, one of the largest lakes in 

Asia. It is the home to thousands of people who 

live in floating villages and lakeside houses on 

stilts. We stopped at a floating market and café. 

If you are tempted to visit Cambodia, do so soon 

whilst the temple sites are still largely free of 

restrictions and the countryside remains unspoilt. 

(Continued from page 18) 

Angkor 

Wat 

Inside 

Angkor 

Wat 

Ta Prohm 

Temple 

(Jungle 

Temple) 

On  Tonle Sap Lake 

Floating Home, Tonle Sap Lake 

“One dollar, one dollar…” 

On the bank of Tonle Sap Lake 

Ta Prohm 

Temple 
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MITZVAH DAY  

TUESDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2012 

Ealing Synagogue hosted twenty residents and carers from the local St David’s Home for tea 

and a sing-along led by Neil Shestopal.  The Mayor and Mayoress of Ealing were able to attend 

and spent some time chatting to our guests.  Father Timothy of Ealing Abbey also popped in for 

a cuppa.  Our thanks to Leslie Sommer for organising the occasion and to all the ladies who 

helped on the day.  In recognition of their appreciation, the HQ Mitzvah Day Team have given 

Ealing Synagogue a framed certificate made out to all the volunteers of “Ealing United 

Synagogue” and this is displayed in the foyer to the synagogue.  We also received some 

publicity in the Ealing Gazette.  The next Mitzvah Day will be 17 November 2013.  If you would 

like to get involved with Ealing Synagogue’s contribution, please contact Leslie Sommer.  
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Please contact Ruth Sommer for more information. 
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THE FLORIDA KEYS 
A short winter break with Aviva Preston 

A quick jaunt to avoid the snow forecast for London took 
us to Florida at the beginning of February.  The aim was 
to drive down the Florida Keys to Key West and then to 
see the Everglades on the way back. 
 
Shopping was not on the 
agenda and, in fact, the only 
thing I bought was a baseball 
cap as a sunshade, having 
forgotten to pack one.  
 
Exploring the shops for kosher stuff was, of course, a 
must – I mean a girl’s gotta eat (and a man too).  When I 
googled Kosher South Florida before I left London and 
printed them off, there were 5 pages of kosher shops!  
That’s just South Florida, not all of Florida and when I 
went to the Chabad centres site for Florida there were 72 
of them. The subset sampled were two cafes in South 
Miami, one Kosher store also in South Miami, a café in 
Key West and the Chabad centre at Key West. 
 
What were they like?  Well, put it this way, no kosher 
restaurant in Hendon or Golders Green has anything to 
worry about and if anyone wanted to open a modern 
café or restaurant in competition, they could make a 

fortune.  So gourmet dining 
it wasn’t – I thought I’d 
stepped back into the 1970s 
or small town USA which in a 
way it is. However, in Key 
West the café/take-away 
place run by an Israeli lady 
(of course) was doing a 

roaring trade in both eat-in (or rather out as the venue 
just has 3 tables under an awning and a few barstools at 
the counter) and take-out and, as they deliver anywhere 
in Key West, that aspect was doing well too.  
 
The really interesting kosher experience in Florida was at 
the main supermarket, Publix, where a very high 
proportion of their ‘own brand’ products are hechshered. 
This includes items you wouldn’t expect to see, such as 
bakery products: an amazing variety of cakes, muffins, 
biscuits and yoghurts.  As anyone who has travelled in 
America knows, yoghurts are not like those you find in 
the UK which are gelatine-
free and kosher.  America,  
not having suffered mad cow 
disease, the most popular 
brands contain gelatine and 
they are not kosher.  So self-
catering is quite fun. 
 

Shabbat at Chabad in Key West was another experience 
for us in a long run of Chabad Shabbatot.  Here, the 
Chabad Rabbi managed to buy a building which was 
intended to be a church.  The Florida real estate market 
crash was the chapel owner’s loss but Chabad’s gain.  On 
the Shabbat we were there, so were 45 teenagers from 
the Chabad yeshiva in Coral Springs, just north of Miami. 
(In America the term Yeshiva is synonymous with ‘Jewish 
school’, not just for higher learning, as here or in Israel.) 
Now, 45 teenagers and their teachers are not going to go 
underfed and they brought all their food from Miami so 
we and four other guests and the 3 Key West ‘regulars’ 
ate well too.  
 
The other experience of Chabad was the davening; it was 
Sephardi, not as in the nusach/tradition of mainstream 
Israel, or of Chabad or other Chasidic sects, but 
authentically Sephardi.  I’m still not sure why, but it 
meant for a lot of extra davening which we don’t usually 
say.  The Sefer Torah was in a normal Ashkenazi mantle 
and they had a 
Haftorah scroll too. 
This was in a 
cylindrical hard case  
- like the Sifre Torah 
are encased in 
Sephardi shuls.  Of 
course, as this was 
Chabad,  time was 
flexible and although 
there was a built-in minyan from the yeshiva teachers 
and the older kids (who were in the building anyway) 
Shacharit which was scheduled for 10.00 am didn’t quite 
start on time. 
 
Miami has the most amazing and moving holocaust 
memorial which we came across the first day we were 
there.  A link to http://www.holocaustmmb.org will show 
more than the one photo attached. 
 
So what about the Keys? and the Everglades?  You have 
to go and see for yourselves 
– just not in the summer 
when the heat and the 
mosquitoes are, I am told, 
unbearable – but here for 
your taster are some of our 
photos.   
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.holocaustmmb.org


23 

 

F 
or those with property in Israel, who 

go only for short periods because of 
work commitments, there is never 

enough time. Whenever you arrive there 
is always something - from the pigeons 
on the roof to the tiles that have fallen off 

the bathroom walls because they were 
put on badly in the first place.  Even 

hanging a picture on the wall requires 
drilling a hole – picture hooks bend rather 
than penetrate the wall - and when you 

do drill there is always a vast hole behind, 
because the concrete has not been 

poured densely enough.  You need a full 
tool kit or a hot line to Neil, if he is in the 
country, who is sure to have the 

appropriate screwdriver. 
  

Then there were the termites that started 
to eat their way through the door frames 

- worse the doors themselves.  How did 
they get there?  We were on the third 
floor, not counting the basement area and 

the shelter.  Why had the neighbours 
next to us and beneath us not had this 

problem?  It was only when I called Zion, 
a plumber, for a completely different 
matter – a small leak troubling the 

neighbour downstairs – that I discovered 
the “Why”.  It appears that floor tiles in 

flats built at that time were simply laid on 
sand, together with the water pipes, so if 
the sand used in your particular flat has a 

family of termites living in it when the 
floor is installed then your flat eventually 

has a problem.  
 
On one occasion we arrived for a very 

short period, 10 days or so, and as we 
walked into the kitchen we saw that the 

wall tiles, whilst intact, were coming away 
from the walls at various angles.  What 
could have caused this?  Maybe the 

neighbour living on the other side of the 
wall had been doing some work as was 

his wont.  We phoned him enquiringly 
rather than accusingly only to get an 
earful of invective.  This neighbour never 

spoke to us again. 

  

One of the other neighbours in our block 
knew someone (a relative) who could do 

the work.  Did we want the relative to 
give us quote?  We now have about 5 
days to go before we return to London so 

do we have a choice?  We say yes. 
  

Shlomo arrives, 
looks at  the 
problem, asks us 

for a plunger, the 
sort you use to 

clear blocked sinks, 
then opens our 
kitchen drawer, 

grabs hold of a 
table knife and is about to score along the 

tile grout with this when I stop him and 
give him a Stanley knife for this 

purpose.  Using the plunger he removes 
two rows of kitchen tiles.  To his credit, 
all the tiles he removed were reusable. 

Would we like him to fix the 
problem?  Did we have a choice?  “How 

much will it be?”  I had no idea of the 
pain this question would cause him.  He 
went into a huddle in a corner of the 

room scrunching his shoulders and 
writing imaginary numbers on his hand. 

After clutching his brow for a few minutes 
he eventually turns smiling, “1,500 
shekels”. 

  
The one good thing about coming from 

England is that anything quoted in 
shekels seems a lot more than it actually 
is when you translate it back into 

sterling.  My face dropped like a stone 
and the price dropped to 800 

shekels.  Doing a quick rough calculation 
I thought this might be the price I would 
pay in England so accepted.  When could 

he do the work?  Not for 10 days.  I 
arranged to leave the money with my 

next door neighbour and she gave him 
access.  On our next visit to Israel,  the 
work was done to a reasonable standard 

(better than the original work).  But I 

OWNING A PROPERTY IN ISRAEL 
Following on from his article in last year’s Rosh Hashana magazine,  

Peter Young tells us about the “bits in the middle” 
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EALING SYNAGOGUE THROUGH THE DECADES 

As many of you may be aware, Ealing Synagogue’s “old” building has now converted into a  

Montessori School.  They have carried out some amazing renovations and we thought you might 

like to see what they have achieved.  See if you can guess what the rooms were originally!  

They have used some of the original structures in a very innovative way.  Our thanks to Michael 

Mars, David Ohayon and Faheem Zulqarnain (Montessori School) for supplying the photos.  
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EALING SYNAGOGUE THROUGH THE DECADES 
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Rachelle Tchiprout talks to Ben Kosky  

about her time in the Israeli Army 

Y 
our family and friends are a few 

thousand miles away, you rarely get 

enough sleep and people shout at you 

on a regular basis. 

 

As lifestyles go, that doesn’t sound terribly 

appealing – and certainly not to most British 

teenagers. But to Rachelle Tchiprout, it 

represented the most fulfilling experience of her 

life. 

 
When she left school two years ago, Rachelle 

opted to sign up for the Garin Tzabar programme, 

which enables Jewish youngsters from the 

diaspora to serve alongside native Israelis in the 

IDF.  And, despite the difficult challenges of life 

as a lone soldier, the Ealing girl ended up 

working in the army’s Central Command and 

filling a key role in liaison with foreign officials 

and United Nations peacekeepers. 

 
“It is hard to be a lone soldier and most Israelis 

think you’re crazy when you say you left London 

to join the army,” says Rachelle, now 20 and 

studying War, Peace and International Relations 

at Reading University. 

 
“They don’t understand what it means to be a 

Jew and not from Israel, but I was in a unit with a 

lot of Zionists who really cared about the 

country. 

 
“You notice it when 

you’re going 

through hard times. 

It’s easy to feel a bit 

lonely when your 

friends are going 

home and crying to 

their mothers and 

you can’t do that. 

 
“I wasn’t always happy day to day, but it was 

very fulfilling. The day I finished my service and 

cut up my Army ID I felt a bit lost – as if my 

purpose had gone – and I cried all the way 

home.” 

 
Rachelle’s decision to join the army stemmed 

from her experiences at the age of 15, when she 

took part in a 

summer camp in 

Israel with the 

Chetz V’Keshet 

organisation 

(literally translated 

as ‘arrow and 

bow’). 

 
That involved a week’s basic training with IDF 

soldiers and, while it was the camaraderie and 

sense of unity that appealed rather more than 

living conditions, she informed parents Gail and 

(Israeli-born) Avi of her intention to return for 

military service in the future. 

 
“I think they were a bit surprised,” recalls 

Rachelle, who is the grand-daughter of David and 

Lesley Filer. “But they probably thought a 15-

year-old would change her mind. 

 
“My family were really supportive all the way, 

especially my dad.  I think he misses Israel and 

when we were on the phone he’d be asking me 

what number bus I was on so that he could 

envisage exactly where I was.” 

 
Rachelle’s group – which included youngsters 

from France, Spain and Switzerland as well as 

the UK – left for Israel in July 2010 and spent the 

next three months living on a kibbutz in the north 

of the country and learning Hebrew.   

 

They were then sent to the main army base in Tel 

Aviv to begin Gadna, the preparatory programme 

for military service, in common with all other 

new IDF recruits. 

 
However, that does not mean each of them 

experiences exactly the same introduction to 

army life, as Rachelle explains: “Those that speak 

the language well get treated very much like 

Israelis. 

 
“Quite a few of us who didn’t have sufficient 

Hebrew got sent to the north for intensive 

training and I won’t lie, it was horrid. The 

discipline is so high. 

 
(Continued on page 27) 
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“You don’t get much sleep at night, you 

get shouted at a lot and then you have to 

sit in a classroom and learn. The army 

breaks you and then builds you back up 

again. 

 
“It means that you see people when 

they’re both at their most miserable and 

at their most happy. That helps you to 

make really close friendships.” 

 
Despite that harsh reality of military life, Rachelle 

gradually adapted and when it came to the 

allocation of jobs, her sights were firmly fixed on 

the foreign liaison role.  Initially, it meant a six-

hour commute from the kibbutz to Neve Yaakov, 

near Jerusalem, but she was nevertheless thrilled to 

land a position that brought her into regular contact 

with Jordanian military officials and UN 

peacekeeping forces based in the region. 

 
Rachelle’s duties included welcoming the new UN 

members who arrived in Israel on a monthly basis 

and she also travelled to Jordan as part of an 

official trip on behalf of the army. 

 
“The job really caught my attention when I saw it, 

so I folded down the corner of the page, kept it in 

mind and made it clear that I was interested in one 

job only,” she says.  “I didn’t give a second choice 

– sometimes in Israel you have to say exactly what 

you want! I was very excited when I got it, 

although it was very stressful in the beginning. 

 
“Yet by the end I was training new people.  For six 

months we actually didn’t have a commander – 

myself and another girl basically played that role 

between us. 

 
“We had to be really careful, working with much 

higher-ranked and more experienced officers. You 

realise that one tiny slip-up or just saying the 

wrong thing can affect the relationship between 

two countries. 

 
“It was a good feeling being given responsibilities 

and being responsible for other people’s training, 

while I was looking back and remembering how 

hard it had been.” 

 
Not only did Rachelle find herself filling a more 

senior role than she had envisaged – others serving 

in the IDF also made progress that might seem 

surprising, given the army’s frequently negative 

reputation in the overseas media. 

 
“My commander was an Ethiopian 

woman and my higher commanders were 

all either Druze or Israeli Arabs,” she 

adds.  “That might surprise people, how 

multicultural it was. But they need to be 

communicating with people who are 

speaking Arabic, so that can be an 

advantage.  People who call Israel an 

apartheid state don’t know what they’re 

talking about – the fact is that anyone can 

be an officer if they’re good enough.” 

 
Rachelle’s IDF service eventually came to an end 

last September, when she left the country and 

returned home to begin her three-year course at 

Reading.  But, far from closing the book on her 

Israel experience, she hopes it will turn out to be 

the first chapter in her future career, stressing: “The 

idea of doing this degree is to give myself a leg-up. 

 
“I could see myself living there and I certainly 

want to work for Israel – maybe in the Foreign 

Office or even Mossad, who knows.  Being the 

Israeli ambassador to London would be ideal!” 

(Continued from page 26) 

People who call Israel an 

apartheid state don’t 

know what they’re 

talking about  
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A JOURNEY TO CENTRAL ASIA 
By Diane Lukeman 

I mmediately after the Chagim, in 

October 2012, I joined a group of 

Jewish Renaissance readers and the 

editor, Janet Levin, to travel to Uzbekistan.  

We were a group of 24 – half of whom I 

had travelled with previously, to Morocco, 

Latvia, Lithuania and India. The trip was 

planned and led by Yvan and Cheryll 

Berrebi of Sherpa Travel, who had made 

several visits before.  With their knowledge 

and that of Gulia Khamidova, our local 

guide, we were helped in understanding 

something of the complex background of 

the country. 

 

When I went to India last year, I thought 

how much of a different world it was but, 

in some ways, it was a familiar world – 

through films, books, documentaries and 

living in this area of West London.  

Uzbekistan was completely different – a 

Central Asian country, landlocked, Muslim 

in a relaxed way, rural.  The language is 

Uzbek, but Russian is still the lingua 

franca.   It was invaded by Russia in the 

nineteenth century and became part of the 

USSR in Soviet times.  I am not going to 

attempt to give an historical, geographical 

or economic account of the country.   

 

Our visit started 

in Tashkent, a 

modern city, re-

built after an 

earthquake in 

1966.  We spent 

four days in 

S a m a r k a n d , 

followed by four days in Bukhara.  Internal 

flights took us for three days to Chiva, a 

walled city with UNESCO heritage status, 

then to the desert for a night in a yurt.  We 

visited many mosques and madrassas, all 

tiled beautifully with blue the predominant 

colour.  Before returning to Tashkent to fly 

home, we visited Nukus, a town in 

Karakalpakstan, an autonomous republic of 

U z b e k i s t a n .  

The only reason 

for visiting 

Nukus is to view 

t h e  S t a t e 

Museum, an 

a m a z i n g 

collection of 

Russian avant garde works – those banned 

from being shown in Soviet times - 

together with a collection of Central Asian 

art collected by Igor Savitsky, a Russian 

artist.  Works from the collection can be 

viewed at www.savitskycollection.org.  A 

film, “Keepers of the Lost Art – 

Uzbekistan”, can be seen on YouTube and 

an article in the New York Times considers 

why the collection is not better known 

(http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/08/

arts/design/desert-of-forbidden-art-igor-

sav i tsky-co l lec t ion - in -nukus .h tm l?

pagewanted=all&_r=0). 

  

Our main contacts with the Jewish 

communities were in Samarkand and 

Bukhara.  We spent Friday evening in the 

courtyard of the home of Nina and Boris 

Ishakov, who welcome guests to a Friday 

night traditional Bukharian meal.  Nina 

speaks Hebrew fluently, learned from 

representatives of the Jewish Agency.  

Their children are in Israel but Boris is 

reluctant to leave their home in 

Samarkand.  The family story includes 

immigration from Iran, Afghanistan, 

Turkmenistan and Yugoslavia.  What was 

once a thriving Jewish community in 

Samarkand with all the facilities which that 

(Continued on page 29) 

http://www.savitskycollection.org
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/08/arts/design/desert-of-forbidden-art-igor-savitsky-collection-in-nukus.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/08/arts/design/desert-of-forbidden-art-igor-savitsky-collection-in-nukus.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/08/arts/design/desert-of-forbidden-art-igor-savitsky-collection-in-nukus.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/08/arts/design/desert-of-forbidden-art-igor-savitsky-collection-in-nukus.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0


29 

 

required, is now reduced to about fifty 

Jews.   

 

There is an 

A s h k e n a z i 

community, too, 

in Jews who came 

from Russia in 

Soviet times or 

earlier and those 

from Eastern Europe who fled from the 

Nazis and did not return after the war.   

There seems to have been little anti-

Semitism and even in Soviet times, the 

synagogues remained open.   

 

On Shabbat 

morning, as we 

approached the 

Synagogue, the 

sounds were, 

to me, quite 

c l e a r l y  o f 

Jewish men 

p r a y i n g , 

although the 

pronunciation 

of the words 

a n d  t h e 

cantillation were less familiar.  We women 

were ushered in through a different door 

to a small room with chairs around the 

walls and offered prayer books. The room 

adjoined the Synagogue and the service 

could be heard easily - and seen if we sat 

close to a wooden carved screen 

(mechitsa) and bent to peer through it.  It 

was possible to follow the service, as I did 

intermittently.  The Torah stood upright on 

the desk as I recall seeing in Morocco.  

The calling-up to the reading of the Torah 

seemed to take an exceptionally long time 

– maybe because the visitors were being 

included in that.  After the service, we 

were all invited into the lovely, cosy 

Synagogue to look round and to take 

photos if we wished. The Synagogue was 

decorated, what seemed to me, in keeping 

with local style with embroideries as well 

as with wall hangings with prayers. 

 

Nina, our host of the evening before, 

arrived towards 

the end of the 

service and took 

us on a tour 

a round  t he 

Mahalla, which 

is the old name 

for a Jewish 

quarter.  The streets were narrow and 

uneven in places with water channels 

running down them. Houses are, of 

course, not visible from the street as one 

enters a gate into a courtyard first.  We 

came to a sign for Hammomi Dovudi – 

David’s Baths.  The baths, founded and 

funded by a Jewish family, the 

Kalontarovs, had been used by Jews and 

Muslims, on different days, I think. There 

were no longer any other apparent signs 

of this being a Jewish area.   

   

In Bukhara, we visited the synagogue, but 

not on Shabbat.  A concert was put on for 

us with members of the community 

singing mainly prayers.  The story in 

Bukhara was similar to that of Samarkand 

– perhaps fifty families of Bukharian Jews 

and another synagogue, which we did not 

visit, for Ashkenazi Jews. 

 

There is much 

more to tell 

about the trip.  

I can only 

recommend to 

you to read all 

about the history 

of Jewish life in 

Uzbekistan as well as the current situation in 

the January 2013 edition of Jewish 

Renaissance.   

(Continued from page 28) 
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FROM EALING TO JERUSALEM 

Trevor Asserson, whose late grandfather was a founder of Ealing Synagogue,  

relates his grandfather’s story and how a piece of Ealing Synagogue is now installed in East Jerusalem.   

On 22 September 1865, a newcomer was born to an 

impoverished Jewish family in the village of Tukham, 

near Riga, in Courland, Lithuania – an obscure corner 

of the vast Russian empire of the Tsars.  The baby boy 

would grow to leave a significant mark on England, on 

Anglo Jewry and even on distant Jerusalem.  

 

Two younger brothers were to join David Assersohn 

and his older sister.  We know little of his early life, not 

even the language he spoke, although he was surely 

proficient in Russian, Yiddish and probably German 

and could read 

Hebrew.  He would 

have been brought 

up, like so many 

other Jews, in 

poverty, prejudice 

and fear – fear 

above all of the hated conscription which enlisted 

Jewish boys for 25 years into the Russian army – an 

attempt to eradicate Jewishness. We do not know 

whether it was the conscription or the general fear 

which gripped Russian Jewry following the Chmielnicki 

pogroms of 1881, but the Assersohn family selected 

David as the one most likely to save the family and 

sent him to England to make his fortune, armed only 

with his artisan skill of making lanterns and the 

address of a distant relative who had, in fact, died 

before David reached England.  

 

We next encounter him in a census in the early 1900s, 

by now 35 years old, but mysteriously having lost 9 

years in the transition. His English passport records his 

birthday as 22 September 1874.  Perhaps his new-

found youth assisted his entry into the UK. At this 

stage he is renting digs in the East End and had set up 

a small lantern manufacturing business at 31 St Bride 

Street, London EC.  

 

We know nothing of David until January 1912 when he 

married Charlotte (Hannah Scheindel) Scheier, one of 

nine children from a comfortable family in Stamford 

Hill.  By this time, his 

business was thriving 

and he had moved it 

to larger premises in 

Acton.  He had also 

arranged for his two 

brothers to follow 

him to England and to assist him in running the factory.  He was 

manufacturing road signs and lamps and was an “early adopter” of 

technology, himself registering patents for “improvements 

to electric light holders” and improbably to an 

“improved potato peeling machine.”  A mainstay of his 

business, now called “Vitreous Enamelling” was the 

manufacture of street signs for the City of London (and 

doubtless for cities further afield).  He also continued 

to make lamps, including those which adorn the sea 

front in Brighton to this day.  

 

Determined to cut his commute, he asked his new wife 

if she would move to Ealing. She refused because there 

was no shul in the area. “I will build one” he 

responded. Through a chance meeting with Mendel 

Kanal on Ealing Common he found a partner for the 

project.  They resolved to purchase a property in 

Grange Road, which housed the shul from its inception 

in the spring of 1919 until it moved into the David 

Assersohn Memorial Hall in May 2011.  

 

As a contractor to 

the Armed Forces 

during the 1914 -

1918 war, David 

Assersohn had 

doubtless profited 

handsomely and 

property prices were low at the time.  It was a 

propitious moment. The ‘honour board’, a great stone 

tablet recognising donations to the Shul, proudly boasted 5 

Guineas from Mr. Assersohn. My father told me the true 

amount was far more.  

 

(Continued on page 31) 
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Amongst the shul 

artifacts were 

two stained glass 

windows in the 

south wall, 

exposed to the 

elements. One 

was dedicated “In Loving Memory” to David Assersohn’s 

parents.  The other was dedicated apparently without love, 

but merely “In Memory” of his parents-in-law, whose 

surname was spelled incorrectly. We are left to 

wonder at the choice of words.  

 

David built a successful business and played a 

dominant role in what became a successful shul.  A 

1933 photograph of the Cheder on an outing shows 

over 50 children. David also left three children, 

Vivienne (Chaya Chen); Jerrold and Ronnie (my 

father – who dropped the ‘h’ from his name).  All 

married and have had numerous children and 

grandchildren. Jerrold, the last surviving child, died 

aged 96 a few months ago. 

 

On David Assersohn’s death in September 1937, 

age 64 (but probably in fact aged 73), various 

obituaries were published in newspapers reciting 

his achievements. They referred to his “unflinching 

efforts [which] were a tower of strength” in 

building Ealing Shul and attesting to his 

“transparent sincerity and rigid orthodoxy.” 

Fulsome letters of condolences were received from 

his employees, from those he did business with 

and, of course, from friends and family. All spoke 

with great warmth, respect for his integrity and 

admiration. His widow, who survived him by 50 

years, dedicated two candelabra which were 

placed prominently on the rail of the bimah.  

 

David died when my father was only 13.  Stories of 

David Assersohn reached me much dimmed by the 

passing of time.  But I never met anyone who knew 

him who did not speak of his integrity, warmth and 

kindness.  He is a worthy person to have founded a 

community.  His achievements as a poor and under

-qualified immigrant speak for themselves. 

  

When he died in 1937 the Zionist dream would 

have seemed more aspirational than realistic. The 

Yishuv at the time was tiny, besieged by disease, 

attacked by its Arab neighbours and faced 

obfuscation and obstruction from its British rulers, 

implacably opposed to the Jewish homeland they 

were nominally mandated to promote.  How much 

more fantastic an idea would Zionism have been 

when he was born in 1865.  That his grandchild and 

great grandchildren should live in Israel as citizens 

of a thriving sovereign Jewish state would have 

seemed pure fantasy to the young David Assersohn 

and his parents as they cowered from marauding 

locals during the 1881 Chmielnicki pogroms which, 

it is fair to assume, helped propel David and his 

brothers to London. 

 

Having spent a few years in the 1990s running a 

youth group in Ealing Shul, I moved to Israel with 

my wife Malli and daughters, Eliana Chana Sheindel 

and Avital Chaya Chen in 2005.  Two years ago I 

heard that the 

shul in Grange 

Road was to 

close and the 

kehilah was to 

move into the 

shul hall. The 

community kindly allowed me to take the two 

windows dedicated to my great grand-parents and 

the candelabra dedicated to David Assersohn. They 

now sit in Jerusalem, where they have been 

installed in the library of our home, an 1860s 

house, possibly built in the year my grandfather 

was born.  I like to think that he would be both 

amazed and delighted that such artifacts are 

surrounded by the sing-song of a fluent modern 

Hebrew as his great-grandchildren chatter away 

with their friends in the shadow of his memory.  

  

Any member of the Ealing Jewish community who 

wishes to visit “Ealing in Jerusalem” is cordially 

invited.  
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OUR LIVES IN OUR HANDS 

EMERGENCY LIFE-SAVING TRAINING SESSION 

SUNDAY 17 FEBRUARY 2013 

I 
n  order to learn life support 

skills, twelve senior members of our 

community - noting that the whole 

community is senior - volunteered recently to 

attend a training course at the Shul.  Called 

Heartstart, it was organised through the 

good offices of the United Synagogue  with  a 

trainer who is a volunteer with St John 

Ambulance First Response and facilitated 

by the British Heart Foundation. 

After the  three 

hour session 

w h i c h  w a s 

en t e r t a i n i ng , 

t h o u g h t 

provoking, very 

informative and 

useful, we hope 

that we are now 

adequately skilled at CPR to react correctly if 

anyone should collapse on the shul premises, 

remembering that the most important 

instruction is to dial 999 as soon as possible. 

Some  of us now know 

how to help a 

collapsed person who 

has stopped breathing. 

There is no guarantee 

of success but - to 

coin a phrase - "It's 

better to have tried 

and failed than never 

h a v e  t r i e d  a t 

all".  Mind you, the 

dummies on which we practised CPR didn't 

look much healthier at the end of the 

session..... 

More controversially, we  learned about the 

use of a defibrillator and we are now in the 

process of purchasing one. This is not as 

f r igh ten ing  a 

venture as it 

sounds, as there 

are very clear and 

simple ground 

rules for its use. In 

fact, the machine 

g ives  aud ib le 

instructions and is more or less fool proof. 

Nonetheless, we will arrange extra training 

for our caretaker and one or two others.  You 

may have noticed that in major shops, 

supermarkets, airports, train and 

underground stations, defibrillators are 

strategically placed.  Numerous United 

Synagogues already have defibrillators and it 

is right for Ealing Shul to have one too. 

T h i s  t r a i n i ng 

course was so good 

and worthwhile 

that we can have a 

repeat session if 

sufficient members 

and friends show 

interest. You will even obtain a Certificate of 

Attendance. 

Our thanks to Julian Green who was our 

trainer and to the British Heart Foundation, 

to whom we are making a suitable donation 

from Ealing Synagogue. 

Live well and long! 

 

Brian Robinson 
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CHANUKAH PARTY 

THURSDAY 13 DECEMBER 2012 
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EALING SYNAGOGUE’S CHALLAH BAKE-OFF 

SUNDAY 16 DECEMBER 2012 

 

Rebbetzen Zelda Vogel very kindly held a challah-baking class in the synagogue kitchen.  Ten 

would-be bakers mixed, kneaded and plaited a variety of challah shapes.  Although oven space 

was at a premium (soon to be rectified), most participants managed to turn out a decent challah  

(Paul Hollywood and Mary Berry have nothing to worry about yet!)  A very enjoyable afternoon 

and a lot of fun.   
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Wishing all Members of Ealing Synagogue 

A very Happy Passover 
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Wishing all my Friends in the 

Ealing Community  

A very Happy Pesach 

 

Gail Sackloff 

Wishing the Ealing Community 

a Happy and Kosher Passover! 

 

Ilana, Menashe & 

Margalit Tahan 

Mike and Marion Gettleson  

wish our Rabbi, Honorary Officers and  

all Members of Ealing Synagogue  

an enjoyable Pesach  

and wish to thank you all  

for the warm welcome received  

on us joining the shul 

Wishing all my Ealing friends -

and ex-Ealing friends— 

a very Happy Pesach  

from 

Yvonne Caplan & Family 

Best Wishes 

 

Ann and John Curtis 

Happy Pesach to all members of 

the Ealing community  

and their families 

 

The Financial Representative and 

Editor of the Newsletter 

(the Temples) 

Happy Pesach to all 

members of the  

Ealing community 

 

Simeon Arnold  

and Family 

The Chairman and the  

Board of Management  

wish all our members  

 

A Happy and Kosher Pesach 
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BEST WISHES 

 

JILL AND BRIAN MOSS 

BEST WISHES 

 

JOAN AND  

TONY HITMAN 

Dawn and  

Neil Shestopal  

wish all members  

of the  

Ealing community  

 

A very Happy Pesach 
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RUNNING FOR GOLD 

Closer to home, Sam Shindler-Glass, 

elder son of Alison Shindler-Glass 

and Jo Glass, continues to take it all 

in his stride as he clocks up another 

victory.  Sam is competing this year 

in the Maccabiah Games in Israel and 

we wish him every success. 

EALING SYNAGOGUE’S SPORTSMEN 

FROM TRENT PARK TO AUSTRALIA 

G’DAY SPORT 

BOWLS DOWN UNDER 

 

Daniel Mars, son of Helen and Michael 

Mars, showed off his sporting prowess 

by winning a Maccabiah Gold medal for 

bowling.  (Featured in the Australia 

Jewish News: http://

www.jewishnews.net.au/victorians-

starring-rolls-on-the-green/29044. 

The 18th Maccabiah Games are being held in Israel from 18-30 

July 2013.   If you are in Israel at this time, go and see some of 

the events.  There is no charge.  Tickets need only be purchased 

for the Opening and Closing ceremonies.  For more information 

about what’s on and when, visit the Maccabiah Games website at: 

www.maccabiah.com. 
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W e were pleased to welcome Janusz Tietz, who 
joined us at Rosh Hashanah 2012, 

overlapping with our retiring caretaker Ken Bartlett, 
who had been with us for nearly 20 years. 
 

Aged 39, Janusz was 
born in Torun, Poland 
which is in the 
Pomerania region.  He is 
married to Adrianna and 
they have a two year old 
boy, Oscar. 
 
Janusz left Poland in 
1996 to work in 
Germany as a 
construction supervisor 

and to study for an MBA equivalent in economics.  
After one year he migrated to the UK to join friends 
from Poland.  Despite having no English language 
skills he became fluent in a short time.  He was a 
housekeeper at the Ramada Hotel, Heathrow and 
then joined the retail sales trade, becoming branch 

manager of a bookshop.  After ten years and the 
financial crash the bookshop closed down.  For the 
next two years he supported his wife during her 
pregnancy sustaining her domestic cleaning business.  
In addition, he worked part-time as an assistant 
electrician.  On this journey he picked up electrical, 
security, health and safety and first aid qualifications. 
 
Outside work he is “occupied fully with Oscar”, is 
interested in sport and has an eclectic interest in 
music, “from opera to Reggae”. 
 
Janusz says he thoroughly enjoys his work as our 
caretaker.  He thrives on being an organiser and has 
quickly made good relations with many members of 
the shul who value his cheerful support. 
 
His aim is to provide “a new level of caretaking and 
keep the community happy”.  
 
We wish him fulfilment and success. 
 
 

OUR NEW CARETAKER 

JANUSZ TIETZ talks to Michael Mars 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

SUNDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2013 

 

EALING SYNAGOGUE 

SUPPER QUIZ 

 

DETAILS TO FOLLOW 
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EALING COMMUNITY CARES — UPDATE  
By Alison Shindler, Coordinator 

E 
aling Synagogue Cares, which 

comes under the umbrella of US 

Community Cares, exists to fulfil 

the Jewish ethos of caring for our fellow 

human beings.  This 

can include practical 

and  emo t iona l 

support as well as 

befriending.  By 

creating positive 

relationships within the community we 

hope to be better able to provide (and 

accept) such support to (and from) one 

another, especially in times of difficulty. 

 

A l l  v o l un t e e r s 

receive training from 

t h e  U S  a n d 

understand the 

im p o r t a n c e  o f 

confidentiality. 

 

Since my last report in the Rosh Hashanah 

edition of the magazine, we have held 

community lunches in October, December 

(Chanukah party) 

a n d  J a n u a r y .   

Attendance ranged 

from 35 – 42 

people.  We enjoyed 

Neil’s singing in 

October, Deborah Harris played a 

delightful medley on her flute in December 

and Tony Hitman delivered a fascinating 

talk on his life and experiences of WW2 in 

January.  The lunches have offered an 

opportunity for 

those who are less 

able to get to the 

shul to become 

more a part of the 

community and for 

everyone to socialise 

in a re laxed, 

i n f o r m a l 

environment.  They 

a r e  b r i n g i n g 

together members of the local Jewish 

community and, we hope,  encouraging 

more involvement in shul life. 

 

We continue to keep in touch, by 

telephone and visits, with members who 

value contact and we offer assistance as 

required. 

 

Please remember 

that we are here to 

help as much as we 

can.  If you would 

like to volunteer or 

require some assistance, please contact 

me or Michèle Gilford in the synagogue 

office. 

 

Alison Shindler Ealing Cares Coordinator 

Contact alisonshindler@aol.com  

or leave a message with Michèle Gilford on 

020 8579 4894 

 

 

mailto:alisonshindler@aol.com
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The Ealing Cares committee have compiled a list of organisations which offer 

advice, counselling and assistance for those in need of them. 

RESOURCES 

Chai Cancer Care Offer a wide variety of services including therapies, counselling (by 

telephone and face to face), advice, support groups. It is open to all 

members of the Jewish community.  They also have a medical 

outpatient clinic which means patients can avoid the parking issues at 

the Royal Free. 

Freephone helpline: 0808 808 4567 or www.chaicancercare.org 

 

Jewish Bereavement 

Counselling Service 

Offer counselling with respect to all aspects of bereavement. Will see 

individuals and families, couples and groups.   Open to all members of 

the Jewish community.  Can visit people in their own homes or use 

telephone counselling.  Also have groups for young adults (aged 18-30) 

who have lost a parent and for parents (of young children) who have 

lost a parent. 

Tel: 028951 3881; email: enquiries@jbcs.org.uk;  website: www.jbcs.org. 

 

Jewish Helpline  A non-judgemental, listening service staffed by volunteers (like a Jewish 

Samaritans) available every day from noon to midnight 

except Shabbat and Yom Tov.   

Freephone helpline: 0800 652 9249 website:www.jewishhelpline.co.uk 

 

Jewish Marriage Council For those in a halachically viable relationship (but don’t need to be 

married). Offer couples counselling, individual counselling and family 

therapy.  Any problems in a marriage can be discussed. 

Tel: 020 8203 6311 email: info@jmc-uk.org 

 

Jewish Women’s Aid Run by Jewish women for Jewish women and their children who have 

been subjected to domestic violence and abuse.  They run a confidential 

national helpline and provide safe and secure accommodation.   

National domestic violence helpline: 08457 2000 247 

Freephone helpline: 0808 801 0500; Website: www.jwa.org.uk 

 

Paperweight Offer administrative support for the newly widowed or divorced.  Assist 

with paperwork and other practical matters. Can refer on if professional 

help required. 

Tel: 020 8455 4996 email: paperweight613@gmail.com 

 

Raphael Counselling Services Offer counselling on any issue, open to all members of the Jewish 

community. 

Freephone: 0800 234 6236  

website:http://www.raphaeljewishcounselling.org 

http://www.chaicancercare.org/
mailto:enquiries@jbcs.org.uk
http://www.jbcs.org/
http://www.jewishhelpline.co.uk/
mailto:info@jmc-uk.org
mailto:paperweight613@gmail.com
http://www.raphaeljewishcounselling.org/
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EALING AJR — UPDATE 
By Leslie Sommer 

A 
s  was  explained  by  Michael  

Newman  in  the  last Rosh Hashana  

edition of the “New  Ealing  Review”, 

the Association of Jewish Refugees 

(AJR) provides a range of social, welfare and  

financial support to Jewish victims of Nazi 

persecution living in Great Britain.  Founded in 

1941 by Jewish refugees from central Europe, 

the AJR has extensive experience attending to 

the needs of Holocaust refugees and survivors 

who came to this country before, during and 

after the Second World War. 

 

About 70,000 refugees – 

including approximately 

10,000 children on the 

Kindertransport – arrived in 

Great Britain from Nazi-

occupied Europe in the late 

1930s. They were joined at 

the end of the Second 

World War by survivors of 

t h e  g h e t t o s  a n d 

concentration camps. Among other  functions, 

the AJR  is committed  to  ensuring  that  

future  generations  learn  about  the  

Holocaust. 

 

Membership of AJR is extended to all Jewish 

victims of Nazi persecution and their spouses, 

as well as the children and grandchildren of 

Holocaust survivors and refugees, the second 

and third generations. 

 

Alongside the support provided by its social 

services department, the Association has a 

nationwide network of regional groups offering 

members a unique opportunity to socialise and 

enjoy entertainment in their local area.  

The  Ealing  AJR  Group  was   set  up  in 

March  2009  by  our excellent  facilitator  

Esther  Rinkoff.  After  a slow  start  the  

group gained  momentum  when  meetings  

took place  at  the round  table  in  the old  

Filer  Library.  This has been maintained and 

indeed enhanced in the new shul hall. 

 

The meetings  take place at 2.00 p.m. on the 

first Tuesday of  each  month and  usually  

last  until 3.30 p.m.  with  the final  half  hour  

devoted  to  an informal chat over tea/coffee 

and cakes.  We always  

manage  to  have very 

interesting discussions, 

especially as the childhoods  

of most attendees  were  

spent  in a wide  variety of 

places including  Germany, 

Poland, Hungary, and 

Czechoslovakia. 

 

We have  a regular  group  

of between 8 and  12 who attend  in all 

weathers and bond  together really well.  

There are also a small number of people from 

the 2nd generation who attend.  The 

programmes  for the meetings are set in 

advance and we have an interesting array of 

speakers on a variety of subjects from  

refugee talks to current topical issues or  

musical  themes.  Sometimes we have a social 

afternoon which is always a great success. 

 

If you have a refugee background and would 

be interested in attending meetings, please 

telephone Esther Rinkoff on  020  8385  3070. 
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Ealing Synagogue   

Melave Malka 

Saturday 12 January 2013 

Ealing gets that Shabbaton Feeling 

The Shabbaton Choir and Chazan Jonny Turgel entertained a packed Ealing Synagogue hall for its annual 

Melave Malka.  Guest speaker Rabbi Shimshon Silkin of Borehamwood Synagogue gave a most inspiring and 

enlightening sermon.   The Shabbaton Choir started with Lashem Haaretz and then an upbeat version of 

Bashana Bashana.  Their repertoire included a rousing rendition of their well-known Adon Olam medley 

including a new version by Stephen Levey, the choir's very enthusiastic conductor and musical director.  Chazan 

Jonny Turgel's "Bring Him Home" from the musical Les Miserables was very moving, but the mood was 

lightened with an uplifting Avinu Shebashamayim and Shiru.  The finale was Oseh Shalom, which has reached 

over 1.6 million hits on YouTube.  The audience showed their appreciation with a standing ovation for an 

amazing evening enjoyed by everyone.   
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Our  second  Civic  Service  in  the  new  

shul  was a  great success.  We had  a large  

attendance  from  our  civic friends  

including the current Mayor and Mayoress, 

Councillor Mohammad and Majeeda Aslam, 

three  past Mayors  including  Joan  Ansell,  

several Freemen of the Borough and Ealing  

Counci l lors, the Borough pol ice  

Commander, Andy  Rowell,  the  Chair  of 

the Ealing  Chamber of Commerce and a 

good representation  of  other  civic  and 

religious leaders in the Borough.  

 

There was also a good attendance  from   

members of the Synagogue, which 

contributed to the lovely atmosphere. 

 

After  a  short  reception  at the back  of 

the shul while waiting for Shacharit to be 

completed, our guests  joined  us in the 

Synagogue  for the Reading  of the Law.  In 

his sermon, Rabbi Vogel drew attention to 

the importance of adhering to the civil laws 

set out in the  sidra of the day, Mishpatim, 

as well as the Ten Commandments  read  

the previous week.  He stated that it is also 

important that Jews adhere to and  respect  

the policies of the elected local authority. 

 

The congregation then enjoyed  Musaf led  

by Neil Shestopal. The congregation, 

including the visitors, joined in in some way 

with a rousing Adon  Olam. 

 

At Kiddush after the service, Ealing 

Synagogue’s Chairman, Stephen Hirst, 

welcomed  the  Mayor.  He thanked him for 

the support he had given to Ealing  

Synagogue by attending the Synagogue’s    

rededication ceremony in 2011 when he 

was Deputy Mayor,  joining 

in our Mitzvah Day tea  for  

the residents of St  David’s  

Home and Holocaust  

Memorial  Day.  Stephen 

presented the Mayor with a 

signed and personalised 

copy of the Chief Rabbi’s 

latest book, “The Great Partnership: God, 

Science and the Search for Meaning”.  In  

his response, the Mayor thanked the  

Community for a memorable and  enjoyable 

service  and  spoke  of  his  commitment  to 

support  all the faiths in the Borough 

 

Neil  Shestopal  then  led  a brief ceremony  

for  the unveiling of a plaque in memory  of  

our  beloved  elder  Clifford  Lawton z”l.  

We were fortunate that Clifford’s sons, Clive 

and Michael Lawton, granddaughters, Anna 

and Evie and Clifford’s longstanding, close 

friend Patrick Kennedy, were able to be 

present for the occasion. 

 

Everyone then enjoyed a bumper Kiddush  

which provided an  opportunity  to  catch  

up  with old  friends  from the Borough  and 

discuss common  goals  and aspirations.  All 

our guests said how much they had enjoyed  

the morning. 

 

The  Civic  Service  was,  as always, a most  

enjoyable , well-planned  occasion  and  

one which  cemented  our  close links   with  

the  Ealing  Borough. 

 

EALING SYNAGOGUE’S ANNUAL CIVIC SERVICE 

SHABBAT 9 FEBRUARY 2013 

An Overview by Leslie Sommer 

Mayor Mohammad Aslam 



45 

 

C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 N
E

W
S

 
MAZAL TOV TO: 
 

NEW BORNS  
Shelley Brookes on the birth of a granddaughter, Arya Leah Rosie, to Tali and Adam 

Eileen and Malcolm Brookes on the birth of a great-granddaughter, Arya Leah Rosie, 
daughter to granddaughter Tali and Adam 
Evelyn and Leslie Sommer on the birth of a granddaughter, Rachel Lilli, to daughter 

Ruth & Ron 
 
BAR/BAT MITZVAH 

Ruth and Ivor Gertler on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson Joel, son of Frances and 
Richard Carlowe 

Judith and Brian Robinson on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter Maya 
Robinson, daughter of Yeva and Robert Robinson 
Ruth Sandler on the Bat Mitzvah of her great-granddaughter Maya Robinson 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
Zelda Vogel on her 40th birthday 

Helen Mars on her 65th birthday 
Rodney Coleman on his 70th birthday 
Barbara Forcina on her 70th birthday 

Barbara Nyman on her 70th birthday 
Basil Mann on his 75th birthday 
Marguerite Willey on her 85th birthday 

Joy Crystal on her 85th birthday 
Eve Jackson on her 90th birthday 
Julia Rinkoff on her 90th birthday 

Hetty Spiers on her 100th birthday 
 
ENGAGEMENTS 

Yvonne Caplan on the engagement of her granddaughter Rachel Freedman to Adam 
Ifield 
Joan and Tony Hitman on the engagement of their grandson Jamie Robotkin to 

Rachel Sheffrin  
Muriel Jacobs on the engagement of her granddaughter Rachel Jacobs to Henry Taylor 
Greta Rubens on the engagement of her grandchild 

Ilana and Menashe Tahan on the engagement of their son Avy to Iris Chvaicer 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

Marian and Edward Cohen on their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
Daphne and Leon Gerlis on their Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
Helen and Michael Mars on their Ruby Wedding Anniversary 

 
CONDOLENCES TO: 
Simeon Arnold on the passing of his brother Laurence z”l 

Michèle Gilford on the passing of her mother Rose Silverston z”l 
Owen Grainger on the passing of his brother Alan Grainger z”l 
Barbara Michaels, Ruth Freedman and Alison Brusowankin on the passing of 

their husband and father Dick Michaels z”l 
 
We regret the death of 

Jerrold Assersohn z”l 
Valerie Fisher z”l 

Willie Pinkus z”l 
Minnie Shooman z”l 
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PESACH 2013/5773 

TIMES OF SERVICES 

Shabbat 23 March—Shabbat HaGadol   

 Shacharit  9.30 a.m. 

 Kiddush   

 Mincha  After Kiddush 

 Shabbat terminates  7.06 p.m. 

   

Sunday 24 March   

 Shacharit  8.40 a.m. 

 Rabbi Vogel will be in the Synagogue to purchase 

 Chametz.   

Until 10.00 

a.m. 

   

Monday 25 March—Fast of the First Born   

 Shacharit followed by Siyyum  8.00 a.m. 

 Latest time for eating Chametz   10.01 a.m. 

 Latest time for burning Chametz  11.03 a.m. 

 Mincha/Maariv  6.00 p.m. 

 Yom Tov Begins   6.07 p.m. 

   

Tuesday 26 March —1st Day Pesach   

 Shacharit  9.30 a.m. 

 Mincha/Maariv  6.45 p.m. 

 Candle lighting  7.12 p.m. 

   

Wednesday 27 March —2nd Day Pesach   

 Shacharit  9.30 a.m. 

 Mincha/Maariv  6.40 p.m. 

 Yom Tov ends  7.13 p.m. 
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Friday 29 March   

 Shabbat commences  6.13 p.m. 

 Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat  6.15 p.m. 

   

Shabbat 30 March—Shabbat Chol Hamoed   

 Shacharit  9.30 a.m. 

 Mincha  After Musaf 

 Shabbat terminates  7.18 p.m. 

   

   

   

   

   

   

Sunday 31 March   

 Shacharit  8.20 p.m. 

 Mincha/Maariv  7.15 p.m. 

 7th Day Yom Tov Begins  7.38 p.m. 

   

Monday 1 April —7th Day Pesach   

 Shacharit  9.30 a.m. 

 Mincha/Maariv  7.15 p.m. 

 8th Day Yom Tov begins  7.17 p.m. 

 Candle lighting  8.23 p.m. 

   

Tuesday 2 April —Last Day Pesach   

 Shacharit—includes Yizkor  9.30 a.m. 

 Mincha/Maariv  7.45 p.m. 

 Pesach ends  8.22 p.m. 

BRITISH SUMMER TIME 

CLOCKS GO FORWARD ONE HOUR 

TIMES OF SERVICES (ctd.) 



  

 

 

CELEBRATE YOUR SIMCHA  

AT EALING SYNAGOGUE 
 

Ealing Synagogue is delighted to offer  

kosher banqueting facilities for your Special Occasion.   

 

Brit Milah 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

Engagement 

Wedding 

Birthday 

Anniversary 

 

We can cater for up to 140 guests comfortably seated  

with a Reception area. 

 

Please call Ealing Synagogue for more information 

and details of our hire rates.   

Facilities for the disabled are available. 

 

Contact: Michèle Gilford, Administrator,  

Ealing Synagogue 

15 Grange Road, Ealing W5 5QN 

Tel: 020 8579 4894; Fax: 020 8576 2348  

Email: office@ealingsynagogue.org.uk 


